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A MESSAGE FROM THE NEW PRESIDENT
Christa van Kraayenoord

I welcome you to another exciting year in
the IARLD. This is my first IARLD Updates
message since I became President of IARLD
at the start of 2014. I look forward to
updating you about the activities of the
Academy and inviting you to share your
thoughts and ideas for the Academy with me
during the next four years.
First, I would like to thank Judith Wiener
who led the Academy as its President so
ably for the past four years. Judith consulted
often with me and other members of the
Executive Board about various matters
related to the IARLD, and this is something
I hope I can continue to do. I wish Judith
well as she picks up her research and
teaching more fully once again. Second, I
would also like to thank Clarisa Markel,
Judith’s assistant, and especially thank her
for her “hand over” to Angela Silanesu, who
will be managing the IARLD Office here in

Brisbane. Clarisa was most helpful in
preparing a “handover” booklet and sending
over many electronic documents and
templates. Angela has space and a desk on
the 6th floor close to my office in the School
of Education at the University of
Queensland. Angela will work in the office
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. I have worked
with Angela for a number of years,
specifically when I was the Editor of the
International Journal of Disability,
Development and Education. We know each
other well and I am fortunate that she agreed
to assist IARLD in managing the office here.
The goals that I wish to pursue during the
term of my presidency are:
1. Further development of the IARLD
as a worldwide professional
organisation dedicated to conducting
and sharing research about learning
disabilities
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2. Enhancing the value of membership
of the IARLD
3. Review and revision of the By-Laws
and Constitution of the IARLD.
As part of moving towards achieving the
first goal, I proposed that a small team
conduct a research study in the field of
learning disabilities similar to that
undertaken by Tomlinson, Yasamy,
Emerson, Officer, Richler and Saxena, and
published in the Journal of Intellectual
Disability Research, 2014. Their article was
entitled “Setting Global Research Priorities
for Developmental Disabilities, including
Intellectual Disabilities and Autism”. A
number of colleagues have contacted me. I
will shortly put them all in contact with each
other and approach one of them to lead the
project to “get this study off the ground.” If
there are any other members who would like
to be actively involved in this project – I
would still like to hear from others - please
let me know.
With respect to item 3, Dr. Delinda van
Garderen, who is the By-Laws and
Constitution Committee Chair, will
undertake a review and revision of the Bylaws and Constitution of the IARLD.
Specifically there is a need to update the Bylaws to: (a) reflect current practice and (b)
ensure good governance practice and
alignment with the law. Delinda has pulled
together a small group to assist her. This is
important work and the membership will in
time be asked to comment on changes to the
By-Laws and Constitution.
One aspect of membership that is important
for many members is our yearly
conferences. I am very much looking
forward to attending the 38th Annual
IARLD Conference in Vilnius, Lithuania
from July 3rd until July 5th, 2014. The
IARLD conferences are always a highlight
of my year and I am sure this one will be
also. Every picture I have seen of Vilnius

suggests it is an absolutely stunning city. I
also have been very impressed how Rasa has
gone about the organization of the
conference. Thank you to colleagues who
have reviewed the symposia, papers, and
roundtables to ensure a wonderful variety of
presentations that are selected based on their
quality and merit. It will be wonderful to
meet new colleagues, especially from
Lithuania and other European countries who
will join us at the conference and also to
hear about the work being undertaken in the
field of learning disabilities in these
countries. I look forward to welcoming you
all at the Opening of the Conference.
This Updates brings with it both sad and
joyful news. Included in this issue of
IARLD Updates you will find the In
Memoriam to Janette Klingner. We will
miss Janette and her positive attitude, her
welcoming smile and her work on the
IARLD Executive Board, especially as Vice
President for Members and Associate
Members. We acknowledge her
commitment to teachers and to enhancing
their skills through her professional learning
presentations and writing and acknowledge
her achievements in improving the
education of bilingual and bicultural
students with learning disabilities. If any of
the membership has suggestions related to a
special way, in which we might remember
Janette please contact me.
I would also like to congratulate the
Treasurer of IARD, Dr. Margy Pierce and
her partner, Ted Coyle on the birth of their
son, James Bowman Coyle in January 2014.
We are delighted for Margy and Ted and are
thankful that Margy is continuing to work as
our Treasurer while taking full-time care of
James.
Finally, in order for you to get to know a bit
about me I have included the following
paragraph.
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I originally worked as an academic in New
Zealand but have been in the Schonell
Special Education Research Centre and then
the School of Education at the University of
Queensland in Brisbane, Queensland,
Australia for over 20 years. I research and
teach in the areas of literacy, especially
reading and writing, and the support and
provision for students with learning
difficulties and disabilities. I teach at the
undergraduate and post-graduate levels, as
well as supervise PhD students. I am the
Director of the Bachelor of Education Primary and Middle Years Programs. I
currently have an Australian Research
Council (ARC) Linkage grant that is funded
by the ARC, Education Queensland (the
state department of education) and BHP
Billiton Mitsubishi Alliance (BMA). The
project is entitled: Supporting schools and
teachers to improve students’ reading
achievement in rural communities. The
research is focused on improving the reading
achievement of students in rural and mining
communities by building school capacity
and enhancing teachers’ knowledge of
teaching reading, especially reading
comprehension. The study involves the
delivery of professional learning as well as
data collection from the teachers and

students. It also fosters school-community
engagement around reading. The project is
in its fourth year. As Chief Investigator I
am involved in extensive travel (2 hours by
plane and then 1-4 hours driving) with my
team to rural and mining communities! I
have already shared some of the findings
from the support teachers and other teachers
with whom we are working in the project at
previous IARLD conferences. Another
whole school reform project that is closer to
Brisbane and in which I am a Coinvestigator is also an ARC Linkage grant.
The project focuses on Building Social
Connectedness. My involvement over three
years revolves around developing teachers’
knowledge and skills in engagement in
literacy in curriculum areas in secondary
classrooms. The schools in which we are
working have high numbers of students from
disadvantaged populations so the work is
very challenging, but the teachers are
especially dedicated and are magnificent to
work with.
I am immensely privileged to be the
President of IARLD and I will work hard on
your behalf. Please feel free to share with
me your ideas for the IARLD.
Kind regards,
Christa van Kraayenoord

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Fellows Report: Asha Jitendra, Chair
The Members’ Committee is comprised of
Asha K. Jitendra (Chairperson), Rodney
Wallace Professor for the Advancement of
Teaching and Learning, University of
Minnesota, USA; Lee Swanson, University
of California at Riverside, USA; Che Kan
Leong, University of Saskatchewan,
Canada.

This year we have accepted one new fellow:
Dr. Paige C. Pullen, PhD, from the
Department of Curriculum, Instruction, and
Special Education, Curry School of
Education, University of Virginia. Dr.
Pullen was nominated by Daniel P. Hallahan
Members Report: Henry Reiff, Acting
Chair
The Members’ Committee is comprised of
Henry Reiff (Acting Chair), McDaniel
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College, USA; Cesare Cornoldi, University
of Padua, Italy; Linda Siegel, University of
British Columbia, Canada; and Lidija
Magajna, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia.
In late October, Judy Wiener asked me if I
could help Janette Klingner, Vice President
for Members, to evaluate and make
recommendations on applications. Janette‘s
recurrence of cancer had made it difficult for
her to keep up with all her professional
duties. In spite of the debilitating effects of
the cancer, Janette stayed involved as VicePresident. She and I conferred on
applications, and I was hopeful that she
would soon be healthy. This was not to be
the case. President Christa van Kraayenoord
has written a wonderful tribute in this issue.
On behalf of Dr. Janette Klinger, I welcome
the following new members of IARLD:
Jodene Goldenring Fine, Ph.D., Member
Since 2008, Dr. Fine has been Assistant
Professor, School Psychology, Michigan
State University and Adjunct Clinical
Assistant Professor, Department of
Psychiatry. She has authored or co-authored
more than 20 articles or chapters, has made
innumerable presentations, and has been a
reviewer on more than ten scholarly
journals. She specializes in cognitive and
neuropsychological assessment of children
with developmental disorders
Eric Tridas, M.D, Associate Member,
Dr. Tridas is Medical Director of Pediatric
Health Choice of Florida, Prescribed
Pediatric Extended Care Facilities and
Medical Director of the Tridas Center Child
Development. He is President of the
International Dyslexia Association of which
he has been a board member since 2002.
Student Member Report: Henry Reiff,
Chair

The Student Members’ Committee is Henry
Reiff (McDaniel College), Vice-President
for Student Members.
I am pleased to introduce four new student
members to the Academy:
Anat Ben-Gal, Ph.D. currently teaches
several courses and seminars at the
Department of Education, Tel-Hai College
and leads support programs at the Support
Center for Students with Learning
Disabilities. She has received awards and
scholarships as an “Outstanding
Departmental Lecturer” and for excellence
in her MA studies. Dr. Michal Shany
describes Anat as “one of my top students in
the Department of Learning Disabilities at
the University of Haifa.”
Kalyani Krishnan, M.A. has distinguished
herself with a number of publications and
university level teaching at Tufts and
Harvard. A protégée of Doris Johnson and
Addision Stone at Northwestern, she now
shares her talents with Lynn Meltzer who
strongly recommended her. She plans to
focus on "metacognition, self-regulation,
strategic learning and executive function, as
I see these as the keys to individual success
as well as having ‘(a good) life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.'"
Ashley Major, M.A. is a doctoral candidate
enthusiastically recommended by past
IARLD President Judy Wiener. Ashley is in
the CPA-accredited School and Clinical
Child Psychology (SCCP) Program at the
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of
the University of Toronto (OISE/UT). She
has co-authored two publications and three
manuscripts accepted in refereed scholarly
journals, and has made numerous
presentations, including a poster session at
this year's IARLD Annual Conference in
Boston.
Lauren Valasa, M.A. comes highly
recommended by Dr. Linda Mason as an
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exceptional doctoral student. Lauren has
published two articles with Linda on
writing, has made numerous presentations
with a specific emphasis on “quick writing,”
and plans to continue her research on
literacy instruction for students with
learning disabilities. She has
impressive teaching experience at the
university level and brings a background as
a middle school classroom teacher for
students with learning disabilities in an
urban area of New Jersey.
The future of IARLD is brighter with the
addition of our four new student members.
Treasurer’s Report: Margaret Pierce
Membership billing for the 2013-2014
academic year is being processed. Thank
you for your diligence in remitting your
payments! So far this year, we have
collected more than $5500 from 63
members.

Membership fees can be paid on
the Membership Dues page via PayPal, or
checks payable to the IARLD can be mailed
to:
Dr. Margaret Pierce
Education Department
320 Washington Street
Stonehill College
Easton, MA 02357 USA
At the annual meeting of the executive
board in June, a new fee structure was
agreed upon to ensure our continued ability
to support future conferences and journal
issues.
The annual dues structure is:
Fellows/Members: $120
Student Members: $30
Emeritus/Retired: $30
As of March 2014, the balance in the
checking account is $10,716.29. There are
also three Certificates of Deposit with
balances totaling $37,626.77.

If you have yet to pay your 2013-2014 dues,
please visit our website
at www.IARLD.com

GOALS WITHIN THE IARLD
To increase the visibility, impact, and sphere of influence of the Academy by:
1) Increasing our membership through ongoing membership drive initiatives.
2) Encouraging IARLD Fellows and Members to list the IARLD as an additional
affiliation on all publications in journals, books, and newspapers.
3) Encouraging IARLD Fellows and Members to list the IARLD as an additional
affiliation on all conference presentations.

The advantages of joining IARLD for students:


You are joining a prestigious group of international scholars in the field.



You will receive several publications and an insider's view of the research in the field.



You will find the IARLD conferences highly stimulating and rewarding.
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You will undoubtedly develop some wonderful professional and personal
relationships.



You will put yourself in an advantageous position to join later as a full member and
possibly as a fellow.



It looks great on your resume!

LD AROUND THE WORLD
LD intervention research: Experimenting new trends in
psychological intervention
By Malka Margalit, Ph.D
When we think of psychological and/or

have caused a lasting change through

educational intervention, we imagine

altering recursive thinking processes. These

prolonged and intensive processes. Thus it is

intervention programs were theory based,

not surprising that short term procedures

carefully planned and focused at clearly

raised suspicion by the professional

defined objectives. He proposed that these

community and have been often criticized as

interventions targeted precise psychological

superficial. Surprisingly, one of the exciting

processes and act as switches to alter

recent developments in psychology is the

internal processes. Even the Wall Street

emergence of a new class of interventions

Journal (1.11.2013) referred to these studies

that are brief in duration, focused in their

and presented them as “A new kind of

goals and target ongoing changes in ordinary

psychological intervention that is proving

challenges through everyday experiences.

surprisingly powerful … for students in

They aim to change the way people think

middle school, high school or college.”

and feel about different roles and tasks.
Through this change, they help people to
flourish. Walton (2014) presented a
comprehensive survey of research on short
intervention (“Wise psychological
interventions”), demonstrating that they

I want to present the Hope Focused
Intervention as an example of this approach.
It is based on the theory of hope developed
by Snyder (Snyder, 2002). Hope has been
defined a cognitive set of beliefs in one’s
abilities to produce one or several paths to
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desired goals (the path/ways/component)

the students whose levels of hope revealed

and the perceived capacity to use one’s

consistency (Feldman, Davidson &

paths to accomplish those goals (the agency

Margalit, In press: Davidson, Feldman &

component) (Snyder, 2005). It is considered

Margalit, 2012).

a learned personal resource that can be
enhanced (in contrast to optimism that is
considered a relatively stable trait). Higher
levels of hope were related to better
outcomes in academic functioning and
general well-being (Merkas, & BrajsaZganec, 2011).

Former research demonstrated that students
with learning disabilities (LD) in different
age groups reported lower levels of hope
decreased investment in academic effort and
lower school achievements (i.e., Idan &
Margalit, 2014; Margalit, 2012). The
research on a focused intervention (about 60

The goal of the focused and intensive

minutes) revealed a unique pattern for

workshop was to introduce future

students with LD. While the typical students

considerations in the students’ recursive

showed an average and consistent increased

thinking about academic functioning, in

levels of hope and academic self efficacy,

order to start a new series of recursive

the students with LD (N=85) indeed

thoughts that did not emerged from past

increased their levels of hope and academic

frustrations. The work shop includes mental

self efficacy immediately after the training

rehearsal training (envisioning the individual

similarly to the comparison group. However,

reaching desired personal goals, planning

after a month, they returned to their initial

paths to reach these goals, visualizing

levels of hope, while the comparison group

barriers and strategies to overcome them).

maintained the increased hope levels. It

Emotion regulation strategies as well as self-

seems that the day-to-day academic stress

efficacy manipulation were also used in this

supported by their former recursive thinking

intensive training. It requires active

about themselves and their LD, was

participation from the participants through

reflected in their lower levels of hope.

different exercises during the workshop).

Maybe the short interventions challenge the

The results of a focused hope intervention

implicit theories of personality and

for first-year college students revealed its

willpower (Job, Walton, Bernecker, Dweck,

impact after a month in enhanced hope

in press), but it needs further support and

scores, as well as higher average grades for

confirmation for the revised perceptions in
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order to reach consistency. In-depth
experimentation of the hope mechanisms
may further clarify their potential and
limitations.
Our future challenge for LD research is to
identify procedures to maintain and support
these immediate achievements (maybe
through changes in supporting educational
settings as well as using hand-held
technology as reinforcement of the change).
It is clear that the focused workshop does
not substitute the intensive academic
remedial work in order to meet the complex
academic needs of these students. However,
it may facilitate processes through increased
hope for their effectiveness. The next
research challenge is to identify and
experiment procedures of integrating the
focused hope intervention into the students’
remedial work and within educational
settings in order to enhance personal
resources, adjustment and academic success.

Idan, O., & Margalit, M. (2014). Socioemotional selfperceptions, family climate, and hopeful thinking
among students with learning disabilities and
typically achieving students from the same
classes. Journal of Learning Disabilities, 47, 136152.
Job, V., Walton, G. M., & Bernecker, K., Dweck, C.
S., (in press). Implicit theories about willpower
predict self-regulation and grades in everyday
life. Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology.
Levi, U., Einav, M., Raskind, I., Ziv, O., & Margalit,
M. (In press). Academic expectations and actual
achievements: The roles of hope and effort.
European Journal of Psychology of Education.
Margalit, M. (1022). Lonely children and
adolescents: Self perceptions, Social exclusion
and Hope. New York: Springer.
Merkas, M., & Brajsa-Zganec, A. (2011). Children
with different levels of hope: Are there
differences in their self-esteem, life satisfaction,
social support, and family cohesion? Child
Indicators Research, 4(3), 499-514.
Snyder, C. R. (2002). Hope theory: Rainbows in the
mind. Psychological Inquiry, 13(4), 249-275.
Snyder, C. R. (2005). Measuring hope in children. In
K. A. Moore & L. H. Lippman (Eds.), What do
children need to flourish: Conceptualizing and
measuring indicators of positive development (pp.
61–73). New York: Springer.
Walton, G. M. (2014). The new science of wise
psychological interventions. Current Directions
in Psychological Science, 23, 73-82.
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Malka Margalit, Ph.D
Professor and Dean, School of Behavior
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In Memoriam
Tribute to Janette Klingner by Christa van Kraayenoord
IARLD President
Our dear colleague and friend, Janette Klingner passed away on 20th March 2014.
Janette was a Fellow of the International Academy for Research In Learning Disabilities (IARLD) and
had been a member of the Academy for many years. Janette was the Vice President for Members and
Associate Members, a role that she undertook with rigor and considerable care. In 2010 she gave the
William Cruickshank Memorial Lecture at the 34th Annual IARLD Conference held in Miami, Florida.
The Lecture was entitled: Reading Comprehension and Students with LD: Past, Present and Future.
This was later published in Thalamus. In 2006 Janette was Conference Co-Chairperson (with the late
Marjorie Montague) and host of the 30th Annual IARLD Conference in Boulder, Colorado.
Janette was a Professor of Education at the University of Colorado, Boulder in the United States. Her
areas of expertise were in special education, particularly learning disabilities, bilingual and bicultural
education, and multicultural education. She taught in these areas at the university as well as courses
related to research methodology, literacy and teaching English to speakers of other languages (TESOL)
or English language learners.
Janette has had a very distinguished career. She was an author of many articles, books, book chapters,
monographs and reports. She often published collaboratively. She held many grants and undertook
research in partnership with education departments and public schools in several US states. As well as
her research, Janette was very well known through her professional learning work with teachers on
Collaborative Strategic Reading, Culturally Responsive Teaching, Response to Intervention, and
pedagogical practices for teaching students with culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. Her
professional learning work on Collaborative Strategic Reading extended to many countries across the
globe.
In addition to her service to the Academy, Janette was involved in a number of other professional
organizations, and made significant contributions to these groups, holding various leadership positions.
She was also an associate editor or co-editor of several journals and was on the editorial board of many
journals. She was on the Editorial Review Board of the Academy’s journal the International Journal
for Research in Learning Disabilities.
Janette’s scholarship and work with teachers reflected her strong sense of equity and social justice, and
a deep commitment to enhancing both general and special education. She will be remembered for the
many friendships she formed within the Academy, her outreach to new members, her insightful and
pragmatic thinking, and her committed work on the Executive Board and as Vice President of IARLD.
I will also remember her for her cheerful and positive personality, her laughter and her smile.
We extend our deepest sympathy to Don, to the family and friends. I ask that you keep them in your
thoughts.
With Janette’s passing the international community of researchers and educators in learning disabilities
has lost an outstanding researcher, teacher and colleague. We celebrate your life, Janette. Valé.
Shalom.
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IARLD Members’ Thoughts In Memoriam Janette Klingner

The following are some of the thoughts shared with the IARLD President about Janette Klingner.
Rasa Barkauskiene
I will keep her in my thoughts as a warm, friendly, and encouraging colleague whom I met at my first
IARLD conference in Bled, 2007.
Asha Jitendra
While her [Janette] contributions to special education and learning disabilities in particular are
noteworthy, more importantly she was a wonderful person. She will be greatly missed.
Li-Yu Hung
It is so hard to believe it. … I knew Janette in my first annual conference of IRALD in 2006. Janette hosted
that conference and gave me a warm welcome impression which encouraged me to keep coming to
IARLD conference. Janette's talk about comprehension study in 2009 IARLD conference is another
impress to me although I read her papers before.
I am sorry not to see her in the IARLD conference anymore. However, her works and contribution will be
always with us. Thank Don came to the IARLD with Janette last time. May peace come to Don and
Janette's family.
Barbara J. Ehren
I have had the pleasure of working with her on many projects. I am deeply saddened with her loss.
Kees van den Bos
What a very, very sad news indeed. I will always remember Janette for her top quality work on reading
comprehension, as expressed for example in her fantastic article in Thalamus, 26 (2010 memorial
lecture). As a fresh 'pensionada' I reflect more than ever on the shortness of life, but also on the richness
of memories to all the good people we have known and still know, including Janet. May the Force be
with you Janet!
Diane Pedrotty Bryant
This is so hard to deal with and I know there are so many people who were/are touched by Janette.
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38th Annual IARLD Conference, Vilnius, Lithuania,
July 3-5, 2014
The 38th IARLD Conference in Vilnius will continue the traditions and the ambience of
the previous successful conferences of the Academy held in Boston, Padua, Taipei,
Miami, and other places. Similar to previous conferences, the symposia, interactive
poster session, and roundtable discussions will serve as a forum for discussions of
conceptual issues, exchange of ideas, and presentation of research results. The Annual
conference is an excellent opportunity for Academy members to meet, network,
connect, collaborate, and celebrate what has been achieved.

The Conference is hosted by Vilnius University, the oldest and largest higher education
institution in Lithuania. Since its establishment in the 16th century, Vilnius University, an
integral part of European science and culture, has embodied the concept of a classical
university and the unity of studies and research. During more than four centuries of its
existence, Vilnius University has been not only the scholastic center but also a unique
witness to the history of the Lithuanian state.
Vilnius is the capital city of Lithuania and one of the most beautiful cities in Eastern
Europe with a unique Old Town, included in the lists of UNESCO World Heritage sites.
Founded in 1323, its character and architecture reflects its history at the crossroads of
the Roman, Byzantine and Eurasian worlds. Today Vilnius is a modern and bustling
European city with excellent facilities, a big range of quality hotels, a colorful mix of
restaurants, a rich cultural life, and a preserved natural setting. We hope that the
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surroundings of the ancient university, the historic beauty of Vilnius architecture, the
variety of cultural events in Vilnius in July 2014, and the friendly ambience of the
modern city will make your stay an unforgettable experience. Looking forward to
seeing you in Vilnius at the 38th Annual IARLD Conference!
Dr. Rasa Barkauskiene
Chair of the Organizing Committee of the 38th IARLD Conference

For more information about the registration,
program, conference venue, accommodation
and social visit the conference website

www.iarld2014.lt

MANUSCRIPT PROPOSAL SUBMISSIONS SOUGHT
Message From our “IJRLD” Editor
Members of the Academy are leaders in research on learning disabilities around the globe.
Regional and cultural priorities help to determine our research agendas and inform our practices.
Yet, we all share respect for excellence in research and a thirst to know more about LD. Please
help us fulfill our academy mission to share work with each other and the field, so that we can all
know more. Submit your scholarly manuscripts to the IJRLD so that members and our
colleagues around the globe can learn with you. Visit the Academy website to learn more about
the submission process, or contact editor David Scanlon directly with inquiries ijrld@bc.edu.
David Scanlon,
Editor of the IJRLD

13

NEWS FROM IARLD
MEMBERS
Duane, Drake: IARLD Fellow and Past
President, Dr. Duane in addition to Adjunct
Professor at Arizona State University has
been appointed Professor of Neurology at
the recently established University of
Arizona College of Medicine Phoenix.

Stone, C. A., Silliman, E.R., Ehren, B. J. &
Wallach, G, P. Eds. (2014). Handbook
of language and literacy: Development
and disorders (2nd Ed.). New York:
Guilford.

Ghesquière, Pol: Dr. Ghesquière, IARLD
Fellow and Professor at the University of
Leuven, Belgium, is proud to announce the
new publications of his research team in the
international peer-reviewed journals.
In the past year he became Chair of the
Medical Advisory Board of the Arizona
Tourette Syndrome Association. His
multidimensional study revealing distinctive
differences between Autism and Aspergers
prepubertal children was presented in
February at the American Neuropsychiatric
Association. Dr. Duane and his colleagues
are also investigating acute onset or
aggravation of Tic, OCD or rage attacks
associated with elevated ASO titers proving
an immune response to streptococcal
infection and symptomatic improvement
associated penicillin therapy. Their study
was presented the preceding Fall in Boston
at the American Neurological Association.

The paper in Science journal (2013) is one
of the team’s highlights:




Dr. Duane wishes his distinguished
colleagues a successful and safe conference
this summer!

Ehren, Barbara: IARLD Fellow, Dr.
Barbara Ehren, CCC-SLP and ASHA
Fellow, the department chair for the
Department of Communication Sciences and
Disorders at the University of Central
Florida has published a new book:





Boets, B., Op de Beeck, H., Vandermosten,
M., Scott, S., Gillebert, C., Mantini, D.,
Bulthé, J., Sunaert, S., Wouters, J.,
Ghesquière, P. (2013). Intact but less
accessible phonetic representations in adults
with dyslexia. Science, 342, 1251-1254.
Peters, G., De Smedt, B., Torbeyns, J.,
Verschaffel, L., Ghesquière, P. (2014).
Subtraction by addition in children with
mathematical learning disabilities. Learning
and Instruction, 30, 1-8.
Van Beek, L., Ghesquière, P., Lagae, L.,
De Smedt, B. (2014). Left fronto-parietal
white matter correlates with individual
differences in children’s ability to solve
additions and multiplications: a tractography
study. NeuroImage, 90, 117-127.
Vanvooren, S., Poelmans, H., Hofmann, M.,
Ghesquière, P., Wouters, J. (2014).
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Hemispheric Asymemtry in Auditory
Processing of Speech Envelope Modulations
in Prereading Children. Journal of
Neuroscience, 34 (4), 1523-1529.
Defever, E., Goebel, S., Ghesquière, P.,
Reynvoet, B. (2014). Automatic number
priming effects in adults with and without
mathematical learning disabilities. Frontiers
in Psychology, 5, art.nr. 4, 1-7.
Vandermosten, M., Poelmans, H., Sunaert,
S., Ghesquière, P., Wouters, J. (2013).
White matter lateralization and
interhemispheric coherence to auditory
modulations in normal reading and dyslexic
adults. Neuropsychologia, 51 (11), 20872099.
Brankaer, C., Ghesquière, P., De Smedt, B.
(2013). The development of numerical
magnitude processing and its association
with working memory in children with mild
intellectual disabilities. Research in
Developmental Disabilities, 34 (10), 33613371.
ManriqueMillones, D., Van Leeuwen, K.,
Ghesquière, P. (2013). Associations
between Psychosocial Factors and Learning
Disabilities: The Peruvian Case.
UniversitasPsychólogica, 12 (3), 725-737.

Horowitz, Sheldon: Dr. Horowitz,
IARLD Member, Director of LD Resources
at the National Center for Learning
Disabilities co-authored the third edition of
the State of Learning Disabilities report
(www.LD.org/StateofLD).

Updated and expanded from the 2011
release, this new report captures data about

the 5% of our nation’s school-age
population whose learning disabilities (LD)
have been formally identified, and provides
a critical lens through which to understand
and address the needs of the additional 15%
of students with unidentified and
unaddressed learning and attention issues.
This report is a great teaching resource as
well as a go-to reference for those who are
looking for citations based on available USA
data about children, adolescents and adults
who are impacted by learning and attention
issues, whether in school, at home and/or in
the workplace. The 2014 State of Learning
Disabilities report is more than a collection
of facts and numbers. It tells a story about
the realities of LD in society today. The
report is a call to action for parents, school
leaders, and policy makers to take steps to
ensure that every individual who struggles
with learning and attention issues is
provided the opportunity to graduate from
high school, live an independent life and
contribute to society in the most meaningful
ways.

Hughes, Charles: Congratulations to Dr.
Hughes, IARLD Fellow, who was recently
selected to receive the The Jeannette E.
Fleischner Career Leadership Award from
the Council for Exceptional Children's
Division for Learning Disabilities.

This award honors those who have advanced
the field of learning disabilities through
direct services, policy development,
community service, research or
organizational leadership throughout their
career. Charlie will receive the award at
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CEC's International Conference held this
April.
In addition, Charlie's book, co-authored with
Anita Archer, entitled "Explicit Instruction:
Effective and Efficient Teaching” (2011) has
been translated into Korean and was
published in South Korea this March. The
publisher, Guilford Press, has also
announced that the EI book has been their
top selling education title for the last two
years (2012 & 2013).

Sharabi, Adi: Congratulations to Dr.
Sharabi who has accepted a new position as
the Head of the Department of Special
Education at Kibbutzim College of
Education, Tel Aviv University and
Kibbutzim College of Education, Israel.

IARLD Fellows Dr. Elaine Silliman
(Professor Emeritus, Communication
Sciences & Disorders, University of South
Florida) and Dr. Addison Stone
(Professor and Chair, Developmental
Psychology, University of Michigan)

have recently published a new book:

Stone, C. A, Silliman, E. R., Ehren, B., J.,
& Wallach, G.P. (Eds.) (2014, 2nd ed).
Handbook on language and literacy:
Development and disorders. New
York: Guilford Press.
In addition, Dr. Silliman has a few new
chapters and articles:
Silliman, E. R. & Wilkinson, L. C. (2014).
Policy and practice issues for language
and literacy learning: Back to the
future. Stone, C. A, Silliman, E. R.,
Ehren, B., J., & Wallach, G.P. (Eds.) (in
progress, 2nd ed.) (pp. 105-126).
Handbook on language and literacy:
Development and disorders. New York:
Guilford Press.
Danzak, R. S. & Silliman, E. R. (in press).
Writing development of SpanishEnglish bilingual students with
language learning disabilities: New
directions in constructing individual
profiles. In B. Arfé. J. Dockrell, & V.
W. Berninger (Eds.), Writing
development and instruction in children
with hearing, speech, and oral language
difficulties. London: Oxford University
Press.
Silliman, E. R. (in press). Integrating oral
and written language into a new
practice model: Perspectives of an oral
language researcher and practitioner. In
B. Arfé. J. Dockrell, & V. W.
Berninger (Eds.), Writing development
and instruction in children with
hearing, speech, and oral language
difficulties. London: Oxford University
Press.
Bahr, R. H., Silliman, E. R., Danzak, R. H.,
& Wilkinson, L. C. (in press). SpanishEnglish spelling patterns of emerging
bilingual writers in middle school: It’s
more than transfer. International
Journal of Bilingualism and Bilingual
Education.
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Speece, Deborah: Dr. Speece, IARLD
Fellow, is now the Associate Dean for
Research and Faculty Development in the
School of Education at Virginia
Commonwealth University. She is Professor
of Special Education and Disability
Policy. Her new address is VCU School of
Education, 1015 West Main Street, PO Box
842020, Richmond, VA 23284-2020; email
dlspeece@vcu.edu

West, Thomas: IARLD member and the
author of Thinking Like Einstein and In the
Mind's Eye, Thomas G. West is pleased to
report that recently his paper “Amazing
Shortcomings, Amazing Strengths -Beginning to Understand the Hidden Talents
of Dyslexics” was published in the first
issue of the Asia Pacific Journal of
Developmental Differences (2014), Vol. 1
(1), 78-89.

In three main parts, the paper reviews a
number of organizations that are taking
seriously the distinctive talents seen in many
dyslexics, provides a case study of a
dyslexic scientist who is one of founders of

molecular biology, and provides a list of
research objectives from the new non-profit
organization Dyslexic Advantage. IARLD
fellows and members may be interested in
the excerpts below describing very different
research perspectives provided by this new
organization:
“…dyslexic individuals are seen to share
common strengths as well as areas of
difficulty – and these strengths usually
involve brain functions unrelated to reading.
Indeed, the strengths of dyslexics provide
the reason that there are so many dyslexic
individuals in the human population – that
is, the dyslexic wiring pattern in the brain
has been selected over long periods of time
as a favorable trait and this provides the
basis for achieving such high prevalence”.
“Increasingly, researchers are becoming
more aware that dyslexia is a late-blooming
profile. The strengths of dyslexics are often
more apparent later in development than the
strengths of many non-dyslexics.
Consequently, because these strengths are
more apparent in adults than children –
when the nervous system is fully matured – it
is now seen as important to study dyslexic
adults, including those who are excelling in
their lives and work as well as those who
continue to have difficulties”.
“Another important observation within the
Dyslexic Advantage perspective is that it
may be inherently difficult to measure the
things that many dyslexics are good at.
Dyslexic individuals often excel in complex
high-level cognitive tasks. Consequently,
researchers believe they need to develop
more creative research approaches and
testing methods capable of measuring these
high-level skills and talents. These
researchers are learning to re-examine
dyslexic children in light of what they have
learned about the mature adult dyslexic
brain. This way, they hope to be able to
better understand the true nature and
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significance of what they observe in the
earlier stages of development”.

Wheldall, Kevin: IARLD Fellow,
Emeritus Professor, Macquarie University,
Sydney, Australia

Professor Kevin Wheldall, continues in his
role as Director of the MultiLit Research
Unit (MRU) and Chairman of MultiLit Pty
Ltd.. His recent publications are listed
below. The Wheldall Assessment of Reading
Passages was released by MultiLit last year.
He continues to jointly edit the Australian
Journal of Learning Difficulties and is keen
to receive submissions on any aspect of LD
from IARLD members and fellows.
Academic publications 2013
Buckingham, J., Beaman, R., & Wheldall,
K. (2012). A randomized control trial of
a MultiLit small group intervention for
older low-progress readers.Effective
Education,4, 1-26.doi:
10.1080/19415532.2012.722038
(Published 2013)
Buckingham, J., Wheldall, K., &BeamanWheldall, R. (2013). Why Jayden can’t
read: The triumph of ideology over
evidence in teaching reading. Policy,
29(3), 21-32.
Buckingham, J., Wheldall, K., &BeamanWheldall, R. (2013). Why poor children
are more likely to become poor readers:
The school years. Australian Journal of

Education, 57, 190-213.
Other publications
Wheldall, K. (2013). Neuromyths: ‘A little
learning is a dangerous thing’. Learning
Difficulties Australia Bulletin, 45(1), 45.
Wheldall, K. (2013). What’s wrong with
what works? Learning Difficulties
Australia Bulletin, 45(1), 24-25.
Wheldall, K. (2013). Small bangs for big
bucks: The long-term efficacy of
Reading Recovery. Learning
Difficulties Australia Bulletin, 45(2),
19-20.
Wheldall, K. (2013). PIRLS before swine:
Or why Australia sucks at reading.
Learning Difficulties Australia Bulletin,
45(2), 12-13.
Wheldall, K. (2013). Ensuring that (almost)
all children learn to read. Professional
Educator, 2013, 7-11.
Assessment materials
Wheldall, K., & Madelaine, A. (2013). The
Wheldall Assessment of Reading
Passages (WARP) manual. Sydney:
MultiLit Pty Ltd.
Wheldall, K. (2013). The Wheldall
Assessment of Reading Passages
(WARP) presentation book. Sydney:
MultiLit Pty Ltd.
Conference papers
Madelaine, A., Wheldall, K., & Reynolds,
M. (2013). Response to intervention
models: The role of benchmarks and
curriculum-based measurement in
making instructional decisions. Paper
presented to conference on ‘Achieving
effective outcomes: Language,
learning and literacy’, Children’s
Hospital at Westmead Education
Research Institute,12th-13th September,
2013.
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BOOK “BRIEFS”
New contributions to the field by IARLD
members
Congratulations to IARLD Fellows Barbara
Ehren, Addison Stone, and Elaine
Silliman on their new book edition:
Stone, C. A., Silliman, E.R., Ehren, B. J &
Wallach, G, P. Eds. (2014). Handbook of
language and literacy: Development and
disorders (2nd Ed.). New York: Guilford.
In this book, the leading authorities
address the impact of specific languagerelated processes on K-12 literacy
learning, with attention to cognitive,
neurobiological, sociocultural, and
instructional issues. Approaches to
achieving optimal learning outcomes with
diverse students are reviewed. The
volume presents research-based
practices for assessing student needs and
providing effective instruction in all
aspects of literacy: word recognition,
reading comprehension, writing, and
spelling.
New to This Edition


Chapters on digital literacy,
disciplinary literacy, and
integrative research designs.



Chapters on bilingualism, response
to intervention, and English
language learners.



Incorporates nearly a decade's
worth of empirical and theoretical
advances.



Numerous prior edition chapters
have been completely rewritten

******
Congratulations to IARLD members Esther
Geva and Judith Wiener on their new
book:
Geva, Esther & Wiener, Judith.
(2014). Psychological Assessment of
Culturally and Linguistically Diverse
Children and Adolescents: A
Practitioner’s Guide. New York: Springer
Publishing Company.
This is the only text for school and clinical
psychologists and other mental health
professionals to provide a systematic
developmental framework for assessment,
diagnosis, and consultation of children and
adolescents from diverse linguistic and
cultural backgrounds. Reflecting the most
current research, it provides much-needed,
practical strategies for helping students who
require adaptations beyond traditional
psychological assessment methods.
The authors describe the linguistic and
cultural issues to consider when assessing
students from diverse backgrounds, with a
particular focus on children who are from
immigrant and refugee families in addition
to emerging bilingual learners and children
of indigenous peoples. Specific assessment
strategies are grounded in new research on
the typical developmental trajectories of
children who are learning a second
language, how second language learning and
learning disabilities affect students'
academic achievement, the impact of culture
and immigration experiences on cognitive,
social, and emotional development, and
culturally sensitive practice with children,
adolescents, and families. The authors also
provide a discussion of DSM-5 criteria as
they relate to culturally and linguistically
diverse children and adolescents.
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International in scope, this book reflects the
academic, language-learning, and socialemotional needs of immigrant and refugee
children in the US, Canada, and other
immigrant-receiving countries around the
world. Informed by the authors' practice in
both school and clinical settings, the book
provides a roadmap for assessment that
includes critical elements of decisionmaking in diagnosis and consultation with
families and school staff. Replete with case
studies, the book reflects a wide range of
languages and cultures. It includes checklists
and rating scales, lists of questions to be
used in clinical decision-making, lists of
"Do's" and "Don'ts" for quick referral, and a
"Myth vs. Fact" feature in each chapter.
Key Features:












Provides a systematic developmental
framework for assessment and
diagnosis of students from diverse
linguistic and cultural backgrounds
Offers strategies for assessment in
native language and acquired
language
Guides practitioners in reporting on
assessments and consulting with
families and school staff
Integrates current research on
development of language and
literacy of second language-learning
children with discussions of key
issues of interpreting assessment data
Covers the academic, language
learning, and social-emotional needs
of immigrant and refugee children
throughout the world
Includes "Myth vs. Fact" feature that
discusses and refutes commonly held
beliefs about development and
assessment of this population

INTRODUCING NEW
IARLD

FELLOWS AND MEMBERS
It is a pleasure to introduce to our
membership new Fellow: Dr. Paige C.
Pullen, new Members: Dr. Jodene G. Fine,
Dr. Jessica Toste, and new Associate
Member: Dr. Eric Tridas. In the brief
interviews below, we asked them to tell us
about themselves.

IARLD Fellow – Pullen, Paige C.
Affiliation: Paige Cullen Pullen, Ph.D.,

University of Virginia, Associate Professor
of Special Education, Joint Appointment in
the Department of Pediatrics, University of
Virginia School of Medicine

Nominated Dr. Daniel P. Hallahan, February 2014

What are your current research interests?
My general research interests include early
language and literacy development,
interventions for students with reading
disabilities, evidence-based practices,
reading interventions for children with
physical disabilities, and effective practices
for students with disabilities in developing
countries.
How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?
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I have worked with Professor Hallahan for
several years and attended the IARLD
conference in Boston in 2013.
Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?
I am an Associate Professor of Education at
the University of Virginia. Prior to earning
my doctorate at the University of Florida in
2000, I had 12 years of K-12 teaching
experience in general and special education.
I hold a joint appointment in UVA’s
Department of Pediatrics and serve on the
Healthy Appalachia Institute Faculty at the
University of Virginia at Wise. I am the
Principal Investigator of the Appalachians
Building Capacity Project in rural southwest
Virginia. I am also leading the academic
efforts in a joint project with the School of
Medicine for intervening with children with
disabilities in Lusaka, Zambia. I have coauthored several books, including
Exceptional Learners: An Introduction to
Special Education, 13th Edition (with Dan
Hallahan and James Kauffman), Teaching
Students with Learning Disabilities, and
Students with Learning Disabilities (with
Cecil D. Mercer). I have published
numerous book chapters, peer-reviewed
articles, and presented papers focused on
evidence-based reading instruction for
students with disabilities. My research
focuses on early language and literacy
development and interventions to prevent
reading disability for vulnerable populations
(e.g., cultural differences, poverty, rural
living environments) as well as the
educational outcomes of children with
developmental disabilities and those with
chronic medical conditions. I am the
Executive Editor of Exceptionality: A
Special Education Journal (Routledge). I am
the recipient of the prestigious UVA Seven
Society’s Excellence in Mentoring Award—
2011 and the Curry School Foundation’s

Most Outstanding Professor Award. I have
taught thousands of pre-service and inservice teachers in the introductory course in
special education and language and literacy
intervention for students with disabilities.
What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?
I enjoy spending time with my 9-year-old
son, Gabriel.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

IARLD Member – Fine, Jodene G
Affiliation: Assistant Professor,
Department of Counseling, Educational
Psychology, and Special Education
Michigan State University

What are your current research interests?
I am currently working on three projects
with my nine doctoral graduate students.
The first is an analysis of diffusion tensor
imaging data I have on children who are
neurotypical, or who have a diagnosis of
nonverbal learning disability, ADHD or high
functioning autism. Our recent discovery of
a smaller splenium in NLD has us interested
in possible disruption to the white matter
tracts passing through the posterior corpus
callosum. The second project is a look at
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some of the basic neuropsychological
processes in mathematics learning, such as
number estimation and mental rotation. We
have built an experimental test of mental
rotation that is appropriate for young
children, so we want to understand if and
when gender differences occur and if this
early process is related to mathematics
learning. Finally, I am working on a project
to use the “verbal shift” or preference for
semantic information in high functioning
autism to see if we can differentiate between
children with an ASD and those with ADHD
much earlier than we do now. I’m really
excited about this one!
How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?
I was asked to speak at an IARLD
symposium in honor of Byron Rourke two
years ago. I fell in love with the intimate and
serious atmosphere at the meeting, but
thought I probably wasn’t high enough
caliber to be admitted. I was very kindly
encouraged by Cesare Cornoldi to apply, but
it took me a while to get up the nerve.
Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?
My professional background reads like a fast
moving grade-B novel…first a degree from
UC Berkeley in physical geography, a career
in cartography, founder and CEO of a
software development company building
applications for geotechnical engineers for
12 years, back to school for a masters in
Child Counseling and School Psychology,
then working as a school psychologist, then
back for a PhD at The University of Texas
in Austin in my late 40s to study why some
kids can’t learn or make friends. A clinical
residency at a children’s hospital in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and finally a twoyear combined neuroimaging and clinical

neuropsychology postdoctoral fellowship at
Michigan State University finished my
education. I have stayed at MSU, joining the
School Psychology program, teaching
advanced assessment and the neurobiology
of learning.
What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?
When the Grand River is not frozen over, I
scull nearly every day because the birds and
wildlife are so beautiful along the river early
in the morning. I play many stringed
instruments (banjo, ukulele, guitar) quite
poorly, but I love to do it so much that I
don’t care! I sing with a community choir,
and recently I have become a pickle ball
enthusiast. My biggest personal interest is
my 23-year-old son, of course, who not only
walks on water but is also very funny, warm,
and smart.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

IARLD Member – Toste, Jessica
Affiliation: Assistant Professor
Department of Special Education
The University of Texas at Austin

Nominated by Nancy Heath
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What are your current research interests?
My research interests are related to students
with learning disabilities and reading
instruction, with a particular focus on
psychosocial processes and classroom
climate as determinants of school success. I
have conducted reading intervention
research, in addition to studies examining
resilience factors related to the achievement
and psychosocial functioning of youth atrisk.
How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?
I originally joined IARLD as a Student
Member in 2008. My doctoral advisor, Dr.
Nancy Heath at McGill University, was
active within IARLD and encouraged me to
get involved.
Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?
I began my position at UT Austin this past
fall. Prior to this, I completed my PhD in
educational psychology at McGill
University in 2011. I was trained in reading
intervention research as a postdoctoral
fellow in the Department of Special
Education at Vanderbilt University (20112013) and as a Fulbright scholar/visiting
research at the Florida Center for Reading
Research at Florida State University (20082009). In 2012, I was the recipient of the
Canadian Education Association's Pat
Clifford Award for Early Career Research in
Education. I am also a licensed elementary
school teacher and have extensive
experience as a reading specialist.
What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?

I am a lover of live music, good wine,
exploring new restaurants and cuisines,
reading, knitting, and (recently took up
playing) the ukulele. I am also actively
involved in safe schools advocacy and youth
organizing; and am the current chair of the
National Advisory Council for the Gay,
Lesbian, & Straight Education Network
(GLSEN).
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

IARLD Associate Member – Tridas,
Eric Q.
Affiliation: Clinical Associate Professor in
Pediatrics, University of South Florida
Morsani College of Medicine
President, International Dyslexia
Association
Director, The Tridas Center for Child
Development
Medical Director, Pediatric Health Choice
PPECs of Florida

Nominated by: Dr. Elaine R. Silliman

What are your current research interests?
I am interested in early identification of
children at risk for dyslexia and reading

23
disorders. Currently I am collaborating with
Ruth Bahr, Ph.D. and Elaine Sallimian,
Ph.D. on the validation of a reading
screening for primary care physicians.
How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?
I received an invitation from Lynn Meltzer
to attend the Boston IARLD conference in
2013 and became very interested in the
organization
Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?

I have been in a full time clinical
practice in developmental and behavioral
pediatrics since 1982. We evaluate and
manage children with major and minor
handicapping conditions in an
interdisciplinary practice.
 I developed a software application to
gather data from caregivers, teachers,
psychologists and clinicians that generates a
comprehensive report. Over one thousand
recommendations are available in a simple
to use format for the clinician to select
from. Every response in the questionnaires

is assigned a database field making it easy to
gather qualitative and quantitative data in
each patient.
 I consulted and assisted in the
development of a school consultation
program in the West Coast of Florida that
provided teacher training and Executive
functions strategies for classroom
intervention in twelve parochial and thirty
six public schools. In addition, I serve as
faculty in a master’s level program in
varying exceptionalities for 47 teachers
under the auspices of Barry University.
 I am currently consulting in a special
project in Barcelona to implement evidence
based reading strategies in six schools
working with local, national and
international professionals.
What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?
I enjoy traveling, skiing, gardening and
cooking. I also like spending time with my
family and friends.

UPCOMING CONFERENCES
American Psychological Association, 122nd Annual Convention: The Annual APA convention will be held in
Washington, D.C. (August 7-10, 2014). Further information can be found at [www.apa.org].
Council for Learning Disabilities: The 36th Annual CLD conference will be held in Philadelphia, PA (October
2-3, 2014). Further information can be found at [www.cldinternational.org].
International Dyslexia Association: The IDA will hold its 65th Annual Conference in San Diego, CA, from
November 12-15, 2014. Conference information can be found at [www.interdysl.org].
Children and Adults with Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder: The 25th Annual Conference will take
place in Crystal City, VA, November 7-9, 2013. Further information can be found at [www.chadd.org].
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American Speech-Language-Hearing Association: The Annual Conference and Expo will take place in
Orlando, FL, November 20-22, 2014. Further information can be found at [www.asha.org].
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

38th Annual IARLD Conference
July 3rd-5th, 2014
Vilnius University, Lithuania

We look forward to seeing you!
PAST IARLD PRESIDENTS
2010 – 2013 Judith Wiener
2006 – 2009 James Chapman
2002 – 2005 Lynn Meltzer
1997 – 2001 Susan A. Vogel
1994 – 1996 Drake D. Duane
1990 – 1993 Dirk Bakker
1986 – 1989 John Elkins
1976 – 1985 William M. Cruickshank
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