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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Christa van Kraayenoord

It is exciting to be able to report to you again
after another successful conference of the
International Academy for Research In
Learning Disabilities. As you know the
conference was held this year in Vancouver,
British Columbia, Canada.
The Executive Board met on July 7th and the
Conference was held on July to 8th and 9th.
The Academy's Executive Board meeting
had a very full agenda.
I was pleased to be able to welcome three
new members to the Executive Board.
Evelyn Johnson began her term as Secretary
of the Academy. Annmarie Urso was

welcomed as the Chair of the Publications
Committee and Anya Evmenova was
welcomed as the new Vice President for
Members and Associate Members.
A few resignations were tabled at the
meeting as people indicated that they wanted
to move on to other things or believed that it
was time for other members of the Academy
to have an opportunity to play a role on the
Executive. The resignations included that of
Malka Margalit who was Vice President for
International Development. Malka has been
in very loyal member of the Academy and
has been very strong in her advocacy and
recruitment of new members from countries
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that previously have not been represented in
the Academy’s membership. I would like to
personally thank Malka for her dedication to
her role as Vice President for International
Development. A second resignation came
from the Treasurer, Margy Pierce. While
Margy indicated that she will be resigning
she will not do so until the end of June 2016.
During the intervening months Margy will
work to transition the roles and
responsibilities of Treasurer from herself to
the new Treasurer. I also want to thank
Margy for the wonderful job she has done.
You may recall Margy stepped into the role
suddenly on the death of Marjorie Montague
and she has undertaken her role with great
effectiveness and care. We also received the
resignation of Asha Jitendra. Asha is
stepping down as Vice President for
Fellows. Asha fulfilled this role diligently
and with great integrity. She has also
generously offered to stay on in this role
until another Vice President for Fellows is
elected. I also want to acknowledge the
resignation of our Webmaster, Ryan Rivera
who worked to ensure that new information
got posted on the website. In addition, thank
you to all the Executive Board members for
their reports as well as their thoroughness in
their work and the concern for the Academy
and its members demonstrated at the
Executive Board meeting.
One of the most important matters
considered at the Board meeting was the
revisions to the By-Laws and the
Constitution of the Academy. Delinda van
Garderen and her Committee have worked
closely on the revisions for over a year.
While such work might seem pedestrian the
task has involved careful deliberation and
decision making around many different
ideas, many discussions/emails backwards
and forwards and a considerable amount of
time to ensure that the current structures of
governance of the Academy and the ByLaws by which it operates are up-to-date. It

is important to be faithful to the mission of
the founding members of the Academy as
well as to update the By-Laws and
Constitution to make sure that they are fit
for purpose for the coming years. I would
especially like to thank Delinda for her
dedicated work revising the By-Laws and
Constitution. As I write this President’s
Message the membership is considering and
then voting on the proposed revisions.
I would also like to thank Linda Siegel who
was our host of this year’s Academy
conference. The scientific program was very
interesting with excellent presentations from
a range of speakers. Linda and her team
ensured that the scientific program and
social events came together in a conference
which allowed for intellectual stimulation
and collegial participation and engagement.
It is a very special event each time. We were
also able to award the first Janette Klingner
IARLD Conference Poster Award at the
conference dinner.
My thanks also go to those who shared their
ideas at the Business and Think Tank
meeting of the Conference. If there are
other members who wish to share ideas with
me or raise concerns please do so.
Since the Executive Board meeting we have
sought expressions of interest for two
positions on the Executive Board. I am
pleased to be able to announce that Daniela
Lucangeli is the new Vice President for
International Development. Daniela will
take up her position immediately. In
addition, Douglas Dexter will become the
Treasurer of the Academy from 1 July 2016.
I look forward to working with both Daniela
and Doug.
You will be pleased to know that we will be
soon updating our website. We now have a
new host, Site5, and Angela Silanesu, who is
the Assistant to the President will be the new
Webmaster. The transition to Site5 has taken
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a bit more time than we had imagined but
we will be working on “cleaning up” the site
in the next couple of months.
I have recently revisited the goals that I said
I wished to pursue during the term of my
presidency. They are:
1. Further development of the IARLD
as a worldwide professional
organisation dedicated to conducting
and sharing research about learning
disabilities
2. Enhancing the value of membership
of the IARLD
3. Review and revision of the By-Laws
and Constitution of the IARLD.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Fellows Report: Asha Jitendra, Chair
The Fellows’ Committee is comprised of
Asha K. Jitendra (Chairperson), University
of Minnesota, USA.; Lee Swanson,
University of California, at Riverside, USA;
and Che Kan Leong, University of
Saskatchewan, Canada.
Since the last report in April (2015), there
were no new Fellow members accepted.
Members and Associate Members
Report: Anna (Anya) Evmenova, Chair
The Members and Associate Members’
Committee is comprised of Anya Evmenova
(Chair), George Mason University; Cesare
Cornoldi, University of Padua, Italy; Kevin
Chung, the Hong Kong Institute of
Education, and Lidija Magajna, University
of Ljubljana, Slovenia.

Goal Number 3 has been achieved and I now
wish to focus attention again on Goals 1 and
2. In particular I have been thinking about
Goal 2. In what areas and in what ways can
we enhance the value of your membership
of the IARLD? I am very keen to hear about
your ideas and would be pleased if you
would send me an email.
IARLDOffice@uq.edu.au. I look forward to
receiving your suggestions.
Kind regards,
Christa van Kraayenoord
October 2015

The committee has accepted one new
member since March of 2015: Amy
Scheuermann, Minnesota State University
Mankato (nominated by Delinda van
Gardener).
Student Member Report: Henry Reiff,
Chair
The Student Members’ Committee is
comprised of Henry Reiff (Chairperson),
McDaniel College, USA, Nicole Ofiesh,
Schwab Learning Center, Stanford
University, USA, and Radhika Misquitta,
India.
Unfortunately, we have not received any
new applications for student membership in
the last quarter. We have received a couple
of inquiries from nominated students who
have not followed up with their applications.
If you have nominated a student and have
not been apprised of the status of the
application, please check with that student,
me, or the other members of the committee,
Nicole Ofiesh and Radhika Misquitta.

4
Treasurer’s Report: Margaret Pierce and
Douglas Dexter

By-Laws and Constitution Committee
Report: Delinda van Garderen, Chair

Membership billing for the 2014/2015
academic year is now complete. Thank you
very much to all members who submitted
payments promptly. As of our June annual
meeting, 76 members were up to date in
dues payments, bringing in just over $7,000.
Over the summer, reminders from the
treasurer's office and the president's office
raised the number of members who are up to
date in their payments to 100!

I am very happy to announce that we now
have an updated and revised IARLD ByLaws and Constitution! This has been a
two-year process involving several levels of
review and revision. Revisions and changes
included updating language to reflect current
procedures and practices of the various
committees and positions of IALRD,
updating information regarding dues,
removing references to the Seal of the
Academy which could be located, and minor
edits.

Currently, the IARLD checking account has
a balance of $14,226.57. The Paypal
account has a balance of $5,693.05. The
organization holds certificates of deposit in
the amount of $37,804.50.
As you read in President van Kraayenoord's
announcement last August, this year will be
a transition year in the office of the
treasurer. Margy Pierce will be stepping
down at the end of the academic year, and
Doug Dexter will be taking over
responsibilities. Welcome Doug!
The annual dues structure is:
Fellows/Members: $120
Student Members: $30
Emeritus/Retired: $30

I would like to extend particular thanks to
Linda Mason, George Sideridis and Daniel
Hallahan who volunteered to be a part of the
Review Committee and provided excellent
feedback during the initial stages of this
process. Additional thanks goes to Christa
van Kraayenoord and her help in reviewing
and revising the various iterations of the ByLaws and Constitution.
If you would like a copy of the either the
By-Laws or Constitution, please do not
hesitate to contact Delinda van Garderen
(vangarderend@missouri.edu).

GOALS WITHIN THE IARLD
To increase the visibility, impact, and sphere of influence of the Academy by:
1) Increasing our membership through ongoing membership drive initiatives.
2) Encouraging IARLD Fellows and Members to list the IARLD as an additional
affiliation on all publications in journals, books, and newspapers.
3) Encouraging IARLD Fellows and Members to list the IARLD as an additional
affiliation on all conference presentations.
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39th Annual IARLD Conference, Vancouver, Canada, July
8-9, 2015

The 39th Annual IARLD Conference was another great success! This year’s conference was
chaired by Linda Siegel. The conference took place in Vancouver, Canada at the University of
British Columbia. Presenters and attendees came together from many countries to explore
current research related to the study of learning disabilities.
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Interactive poster sessions

Lots of opportunities for networking and meeting friends, both old and new 
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Thank you Linda Siegel and your wonderful team for the great conference!!!!!

MANUSCRIPT PROPOSAL SUBMISSIONS SOUGHT
Message From our “IJRLD” Editor
Dear Fellow Members of the Academy,
The "International Journal for Research in Learning Disabilities" is our best platform for
sharing your scholarship with the entirely of our membership and with our profession at
large. Publishing your work in the IJRLD embodies your commitment as a member of the
Academy. We are anxious to receive your submission. Please review submission guidelines
posted on the Academy website along with our past issues; you are also welcome to contact me
directly to discuss potential submissions, at IJRLD@bc.edu

In Fellowship,
David Scanlon, Editor

VISIT THE IARLD WEBSITE
WWW.IARLD.com
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Janette Klingner IARLD Conference Poster Award
The Award Goes to FLORINA ERBELI

CONGRATULATIONS, FLORINA!!!!!

Listening Comprehension and Orthographic Skills as Predictors of Reading
Fluency: The Case of EFL Slovene Skilled and Less Skilled Readers
The study investigates reading fluency in relation to listening comprehension and orthographic
skills for 480 English as a foreign language (EFL) Slovene seven grade skilled and less skilled
readers. Structural equation modeling (SEM) analyses showed that EFL reading fluency was
related to EFL listening comprehension and EFL orthographic skills. SEM group comparison
showed that listening comprehension was more strongly related to fluency for less skilled than
for skilled readers. Orthographic skills were positively related to reading fluency for skilled and
less skilled readers, however with no difference in the magnitude of the relationship. Continued
attention to the development of listening comprehension and orthographic skills for better
reading fluency is recommended.

Janette Klingner IARLD Conference Poster Award
The International Academy for Research in Learning Disabilities (IARLD) holds its annual award for
the best student poster presented at the annual conference. The award recognizes research that
contributes in a significant way to the understanding of learning disabilities or interventions for
individuals with learning disabilities. The award consists of a certificate, a complimentary invitation
to the conference dinner, and complimentary student registration at the next conference.
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NEWS FROM IARLD
MEMBERS
IARLD Fellows, Professors Bill Tunmer
and James Chapman, co-edited the
following volume, published in June 2015:
Excellence and equity in literacy education:
The case of New Zealand. Basingstoke,
England: Palgrave Macmillan.
Information about the book can be found at
the following URL:
http://www.palgrave.com/page/detail/excelle
nce-and-equity-in-literacy-educationwilliam-e-tunmer/?K=9781137415561
The following quotation is taken from the
Foreword:
"The authors make a unique and valuable
contribution...through research informed
discussions written in a style that is
accessible to a wide audience. This volume
will be compelling reading for
educationalists, researchers, teachers, policy
makers, political and community leaders,
and parent groups alike." – Professor Gail T.
Gillon, Pro-Vice Chancellor (Dean) of
Education, University of Canterbury, New
Zealand.

Chung, Kevin K. H.:

Education and Human Development, The
Hong Kong Institute of Education, Dr.
Chung has recently published the following
articles and book chapters:
Chung, K.K.H., (2015). Behavioural selfregulation and its contribution to reading
among Chinese poor readers. Asia Pacific
Journal of Developmental Differences, 2(1),
5-25.
Tong, X, McBride, C., Lee, C.-Y., Zhang, J.,
Shuai, L., Maurer U., & Chung, K.K.H.
(2014). Segmental and suprasegmental
features in speech perception in Cantonesespeaking second graders: An ERP
study. Psychophysiology, 51, 1158-1168.
Chung, K. K. H., Lo, C. M., Ho, C. S. H., Xiao,
X., & Chan, D. W. (2014). Syntactic and
discourse skills in Chinese adolescent readers
with dyslexia: a profiling study. Annals of
Dyslexia, 64, 222-247.
Tong, X., McBride, C., Zhang, J., Chung, K.
K.H., & Lee, C.-Y., Shuai, L., & Tong, X.
(2014). Neural correlates of acoustic cues of
English lexical stress in Cantonese-speaking
children. Brain and Language. 138, 61-70.
Chung, K. K. H., Lo, C. M., Ho, C. S. H., Xiao,
X., & Chan, D. W. (2014). Syntactic and
discourse skills in Chinese adolescent readers
with dyslexia: a profiling study. Annals of
Dyslexia, 64, 222-247.
Tong, X., McBride, C., Zhang, J., Chung, K.
K.H., & Lee, C.-Y., Shuai, L., & Tong, X.
(2014). Neural correlates of acoustic cues of
English lexical stress in Cantonese-speaking
children. Brain and Language. 138, 61-70.
Tong, X., Chung, K. K. H., & McBride, C.
(2014). Two-character Chinese compound
word processing in Chinese children with
and without Dyslexia: ERP Evidence.
Developmental Neuropsychology, 39, 285301.

IARLD Fellow,
Professor and Acting Head Department of
Early Childhood Education, Faculty of

Yeung, P. -S., Ho, C. S. -H., Chan, D. W., &
Chung, K. K. -H. (2014). What are the early
indicators of persistent word reading
difficulties among Chinese readers in
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elementary grades? Dyslexia, 20, 119-145.
Chung, K.K.H., 2015. Socioeconomic status and
academic achievement. In: James D. Wright
(editor-in-chief), International Encyclopedia
of the Social & Behavioral Sciences, 2nd
edition, Vol 22. Oxford: Elsevier. pp. 924–
930.
Chung, K. K. H. (2014). Developmental
dyslexia in Chinese. In D.M. McInerney
(Ed.), Educational Psychology: Constructing
Learning (6th Edition) (pp. 264-267).
Sydney: Pearson. (8th ed.,), Sydney: Pearson.
Ho, C.S-H., Wong, Y. K., Lo, C. M., Chan,
D.W., Chung, K.K.H., & Lo, S.C. (2014)
(2014). Helping children with reading
disability in Chinese: The response to
intervention
approach
with
effective
evidence-based curriculum, In X. Chen, Q.
Wang,
Y.
C.
Luo
(Ed.), Reading
Development
and
Difficulties
in
Monolingual
and
Bilingual
Chinese
Children (pp.103-124). New York London:
Springer.

Ghesquière, Pol:

Dr. Ghesquière, IARLD
Fellow and Professor at the University of
Leuven, Belgium, in March 2015 started a
new research project: ChildBrain, an
Innovative Training Network as part of the
Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions of Horizon
2020.

German, Diane: IARLD Fellow, ASHA
Fellow, Professor and Holder of the
Endowed Chair in Special Education,
National Louis University, Chicago, Dr.
German published the following assessment
materials:
German, D. J. (2015) Test of Word Finding,
Third Edition (TWF-3) Austin: TX. PROED.

The purpose of ChildBrain is to train 15
young scientists to utilize evidence-based
neuroscientific knowledge for helping
children, especially those at high risk for
dropout due to neurocognitive disorders, to
meet future educational and societal
demands.
ChildBrain is a joint venture of several
scientific and commercial host institutions,
coordinated by Prof. Paavo Leppänen,
University of Jyväskylä (Finland)
(www.childbrain.eu).

German, D. J. (2016) Test of Adolescent and
Adult Word Finding, Second Edition
(TAWF-2) Austin: TX. PRO-ED.

In addition, Dr. Ghesquière recently has
published numerous papers in the field of
learning disabilities in the international and
academic journals:
Brankaer, C., Ghesquière, P., De Smedt, B.
(2015). The effect of a numerical domino
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game on numerical magnitude processing in
children with mild intellectual disabilities.
Mind, Brain, and Education, 9 (1), 29-39.
Law, J., Wouters, J., Ghesquière, P. (2015).
Morphological awareness and its role in
compensation in adults with dyslexia.
Dyslexia, 21 (3), 254-272.
Peters, G., De Smedt, B., Torbeyns, J.,
Ghesquière, P., Verschaffel, L. (2015). Het
flexibel gebruik van de indirecte
optelstrategie bestudeerd via de analyse van
reactietijden. Pedagogische Studiën, 92 (1),
24-38.
Van Beek, L., Ghesquière, P., De Smedt, B.,
Lagae, L. (2015 – in press). Arithmetical
difficulties in children with mild traumatic
brain injury at the subacute stage of recovery.
Developmental Medicine and Child
Neurology (DOI: 10.1111/dmcn.12858).
Van Beek, L., Ghesquière, P., Lagae, L., De
Smedt, B. (2015). Mathematical difficulties
and white matter abnormalities in subacute
pediatric mild traumatic brain injury. Journal
of Neurotrauma, 32, 1567–1578.
Van Beek, L., Vanderauwera, J., Ghesquière, P.,
Lagae, L., De Smedt, B. (2015 – in press).
Longitudinal changes in mathematical
abilities and white matter following pediatric
mild traumatic brain injury. Brain Injury.
Vanbinst, K., Ceulemans, E., Ghesquière, P., De
Smedt, B. (2015). Profiles of children’s
arithmetic fact development: A model-based
clustering approach. Journal of Experimental
Child Psychology, 133, 29-46.
Vanbinst, K., Ghesquière, P., De Smedt, B.
(2015). Does numerical processing uniquely
predict first graders’ future development of
single-digit arithmetic?. Learning &
Individual Differences, 37, 153-160.
Vanderauwera, J., Vandermosten, M.,
Dell’Acqua, F., Wouters, J., Ghesquière, P.
(2015). Disentangling the relation between
left temporoparietal white matter and
reading: A Spherical Deconvolution
tractography study. Human Brain Mapping,
36 (8), 3273-3287.

Vandermosten, M., Vanderauwera, J., Theys, C.,
De Vos, A., Vanvooren, S., Sunaert, S.,
Wouters, J., Ghesquière, P. (2015). A DTI
tractography study in pre-readers at risk for
dyslexia. Developmental Cognitive
Neuroscience, 14, 8-15.
Veispak, A., Jansen, S., Ghesquière, P.,
Wouters, J. (2015). Speech audiometry in
Estonia: Estonian words in noise (EWIN)
test. International Journal of Audiology, 54
(8), 573-578.
Vanderauwera, J., Ghesquière, P., Wouters, J.,
Vandermosten, M. (2015).
Hersenconnectiviteit in relatie tot lezen en
leesproblemen: een diffusie MRI studie bij
kleuters en volwassenen. Logopedie, 28 (4),
15-29.
Van Rompaey, A., Vandermosten, M., Wouters,
J., Ghesquière, P. (2015 – in press). De
invloed van fonologische vaardigheden op de
vroege leesontwikkeling: een
literatuuroverzciht van longitudinale studies.
TOKK: Tijdschrift voor Orthopedagogiek,
Kinderpsychiatrie en Klinische
Kinderpsychologie, 40 (3).

Dr. Ghesquière also has a new article in the
academic book:
Geurts, L., Vanden Abeele, V., Celis, V.,
Husson, J., Van den Audenaeren, L., Loyez,
L., Goeleven, A., Wouters, J., Ghesquière, P.
(2015 – in press). DIESEL-X: A game-based
tool for early risk detection of dyslexia in
preschoolers. In: Torbeyns J., Lehtinen E.,
Elen J. (Eds.), Describing and Studying
Domain-Specific Serious Games Springer.

Finally, Dr. Ghesquière proudly announces
that the following PhD-these were defended
under his supervision:
Kiran Vanbinst (2015). Cognitive correlates
of individual differences in children's
arithmetic fact development. (Doctoral
Thesis - Supervisors Prof. Dr. Bert De
Smedt & Prof. Dr. Pol Ghesquière).
Leen Van Beek (2015). Cognitive and
neural characteristics of mathematical
difficulties in pediatric mild traumatic brain
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injury (Doctoral Thesis - Supervisors Prof.
Dr. Bert De Smedt, Prof. Dr. Pol
Ghesquière & Prof. Dr. Lieven Lagae).
Vanvooren, Sophie (2015). Neural auditory
markers for dyslexia in young children.
(Doctoral Thesis - Supervisors Prof. Dr. Jan
Wouters & Prof. Dr. Pol Ghesquière).

Lucangeli, Daniela,

Richardson, U. & Lyytinen, H. (2014). The
graphogame method: The theoretical and
methodological background of the technologyenhanced learning environment for learning to
read. An interdisciplinary Journal on Humans in
ICT Environments, 10 (1), 39-60.
Eklund, K. M., & Lyytinen, H. (2013).
Predicting Reading Disability: Early cognitive
risk and protective factors. Dyslexia, 19, 1-10.
Kyle, F., Kujala, J., Richardson, U., Lyytinen,
H., & Goswami, U. (2013). Assessing the
effectiveness of two theoretically motivated
computer-assisted reading interventions in the
United Kingdom: GG rime and GG phone.
Reading Research Quarterly, 48 (1), 61-76.

IARLD Fellow is
pleased to announce that she has been
appointed as the next IARLD Vice President
for International Development!

Lyytinen, Heikki: IARLD Fellow, Dr.
Heikki Lyytinen of the Academy of Finland
of the University of Jyväskylä has been
nominated to UNESCO Chair on Inclusive
Literacy Learning for All from March 2015to 2018. Congratulations!!!!

Dr. Lyytinen has also recently published the
following articles:

Ojanen, E., Ronimus, M., et al. (June 2015).
GraphoGame - a catalyst for multi-level
promotion of literacy in diverse contexts.
Frontiers in Psychology, Volume 6, Article
671.

Meltzer, Lynn: For the 31st consecutive
year, Dr. Lynn Meltzer, IARLD Fellow and
past-president of IARLD, will be chairing
the International Learning Differences
Conference to be held on March 11-12, 2016
at the Harvard Graduate School of
Education. This year’s conference,
sponsored by the Research Institute for
Learning and Development (ResearchILD),
is entitled Executive Function, Emotional
Regulation, and Attention: Fostering
Independent Learners. The program will
emphasize current theory and cutting edge
research on executive function, motivation,
and emotional regulation. Novel approaches
to teaching and assessing students with
learning and attention difficulties across
grade levels and content areas will be
explored. The conference will feature
internationally renowned speakers. For
further information, go to
www.researchild.org/ldc2016 or contact
Mimi Ballard at mballard@researchild.org.
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Nelson, Nickola: IARLD Fellow, Dr.
Nickola Wolf Nelson, CCC-SLP Professor
of the Department of Speech Pathology &
Audiology and the Director of PhD
program in Interdisciplinary Health
Sciences; Editor, Topics in Language
Disorders, is happy to announce that her
new test - The Test of Integrated Language
and Literacy Skills (TILLSTM) is being
released this month (October 2015, with a
publication date of 2016) in the United
States by publisher Paul H. Brookes
Publishing, Inc.

The authors of the TILLS are IARLD
Fellow, Nickola Wolf Nelson, Ph.D.,
Western Michigan University, as well as
Elena Plante, Ph.D., the University of
Arizona, Nancy Helm-Estabrooks, Sc.D.,
professor emerita from Western Carolina
University, and Gillian Hotz, Ph.D., the
University of Miami Medical School. The
TILLS is the product of over 20 years of
research aimed at developing an evidencebased test of oral and written language that
can diagnose language impairment and
language-based learning disabilities during
the school-age years, ages 6 through 18 and
reveal profiles of strengths and weaknesses.
The authors use term “language/literacy
disorder” for this diagnosis, rather than
“language AND literacy disorder” or
“language OR literacy disorder” to reflect

that language and literacy are thoroughly
intertwined and essentially indistinguishable
during the school-age years.
Several aspects of research on the TILLS
may be of particular interest to IARLD
members. First, the TILLS data supported
different sets of subtests and cut scores for
identifying disorder with good levels of
sensitivity and specificity (i.e., above 80%)
at all of these age ranges. Not surprisingly,
oral language subtests are best at identifying
disorder among 6- to 7-year-olds
(Vocabulary Awareness, Phonological
Awareness, and Nonword Repetition),
whereas a mixture of oral and written
subtests are most discriminative for 8- to 11year-olds (Vocabulary Awareness, Nonword
Spelling, Nonword Reading, and the Written
Expression-Discourse score) and 12- to 18year-olds (Phonemic Awareness, Nonword
Spelling, Reading Comprehension, Reading
Fluency, and Written Expression-Word
score).
Also of interest is the evidence from factor
analysis of the TILLS that supports a
theoretical quadrant model (see Bishop &
Snowling, 2004; Catts, Adlof, Hogan, &
Ellis Weismer, 2005) defined by two factors
associated with sound/word and
sentence/discourse language level
distinctions. Factor distinctions were NOT
found based on traditional binary categories
of comprehension versus expression, oral
versus written language, or reading versus
writing. Theoretically and clinically
meaningful quadrant distinctions can be
detected with student profiles that suggest
patterns associated with dyslexia (low
sound/word with high sentence/discourse
abilities), general language/literacy disorder
(low in both), and specific comprehension
deficits (high sound/word with low
sentence/discourse abilities). TILLS should
be useful to researchers as well as clinicians
as we seek to understand the nature of
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language/literacy disorders more deeply for
groups as well as individuals.
Research on the TILLS was supported by
grant number R324A100354 from the
National Center on Special Education
Research from the Institute of Education
Sciences of the U.S. Department of
Education. This does not imply that the
contents represent the policy of the Institute
or U.S. Department of Education or
endorsement by the federal government.
Dr. Nelson, also has the following recent
publications:

Peer, Lindsay and Reid, Gavin,
IARLD Fellows, are currently editing two
books, both due out in 2016.
‘Multilingualism, Literacy and Dyslexia –
Breaking down barriers for educators’ Eds
Peer, L and Reid, G (2016). Routledge
Publishers.
‘Special Educational Needs: a Guide for
Inclusive Practice’ 2nd edition Eds Peer, L.
and Reid, G. (2016). Sage Publishers .

Wheldall, Kevin: IARLD Fellow,
Emeritus Professor, Macquarie University,
Sydney, Australia.

Bishop, D.V.M., & Snowling, M.J. (2004).
Developmental dyslexia and specific
language impairment: Same or different?
Psychological Bulletin, 130, 858–886.
Catts, H.W., Adlof, S.M., Hogan, T.P., &
Ellis Weismer, S. (2005). Are specific
language impairment and dyslexia
distinct disorders? Journal of SpeechLanguage-Hearing Research, 48, 1378–
1396.
Nelson, N.W., Plante, E., Helm-Estabrooks,
N., & Hotz, G. (2016). Test of Integrated
Language and Literacy Skills (TILLS).
Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes
Publishing, Inc.

Ostad, Snorre: IARLD Member, Dr.
Snorre A. Ostad, Department of Special
Needs Education (DSNE) University of
Oslo, has published the following article:
Snorre A. Ostad (2015). Private speech use
in arithmetical calculation: relationship
with phonological memory skills in
children with and without mathematical
difficulties. Annals of Dyslexia, Vol 65
(2), 103-119

Emeritus Professor Kevin Wheldall, AM, has
continued in his role as Director of the MultiLit
Research Unit (MRU) and Chairman of MultiLit
Pty Ltd.. His recent publications (2014-2015) are
listed below. The Wheldall Assessment of Reading
Lists and Positive teaching for effective classroom
behaviour management (primary version) were
released by MultiLit in 2014. He was presented
with the inaugural award of the Australian
Association for Special Education (New South
Wales) “in recognition of an outstanding
contribution to Special Education” in September
2014 and was invited to join the inaugural Editorial
Board of a new Taylor and Francis ‘open access’
journal ‘Cogent Education’. In 2015, he was
presented with the Fiftieth Anniversary Special
Award by Learning Difficulties Australia for his
services to the association (especially its
publications) and to the field of learning
difficulties generally. He continues to edit the
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Australian Journal of Learning Difficulties and is
keen to receive submissions on any aspect of LD
from IARLD members and fellows.

Academic publications 2014-2015:
Wheldall, K., & Wheldall, R. (2014). The
Multilit story: Effective instruction for
low-progress readers. Perspectives on
Language and Literacy, 40 (3), 32-39.
Buckingham, J., Beaman, R., & Wheldall,
K. (2014). Why poor children are more
likely to become poor readers: The early
years. Educational Review, 66, 428-446.
Buckingham, J., Beaman-Wheldall, R., &
Wheldall, K. (2014). Evaluation of a twophase experimental study of a small
group (‘MultiLit’) reading intervention
for older low-progress readers. Cogent
Education, 1: 962786
Buckingham, J., Wheldall, K., & BeamanWheldall, R. (2014). Evaluation of a twophase implementation of a tier 2 (small
group) reading intervention for young
low-progress readers. Australian Journal
of Special Education, 38, 169-185.
Wheldall, K. & McMurtry, S. (2014).
Preliminary evidence for the validity of
the new Test of Everyday
Comprehension (TERC). Australian
Journal of Learning Difficulties, 19,
173-178.
Wheldall, K., Wheldall, R., & Kohnen, S.
(Eds.) (2015). Spelling. Special Issue
of Australian Journal of Learning
Difficulties, 20 (1).
Other publications:
Wheldall, K., Castles, A., & Nayton, M.
(2014). Should we dispense with the D
word? Bulletin of Learning Difficulties
Australia, 46 (1 & 2), 7-9. (Edited
version also published as ‘Should we do
away with ‘dyslexia’?’ in The
Conversation, 20/4/2014)

Wheldall, K. (2014). Preparing pre-school
children for learning to read. Bulletin of
Learning Difficulties Australia, 46 (3),
21.
Wheldall, K. (2015). Vital signs. Bulletin of
Learning Difficulties Australia, 47 (1),
12-13. (also published in MultiLit
Moments, May, 1, 3, 2014).
Wheldall, K., Stephenson, J., & Carter, M.
(2014). MUSEC Briefing No. 39. What is
direct instruction? Sydney: Macquarie
University Special Education Centre.
Wheldall, R., & Wheldall, K. (2015). ‘To e
or not to e’: improving spelling
instruction. Bulletin of Learning
Difficulties Australia, 47 (2), 34-35.
(Also in MultiLit Moments, December
2014, 1- 2.).
Wheldall, K. (2015). On Marx, parking fines
and Positive Teaching. Bulletin of
Learning Difficulties Australia, 47 (2),
19-21. (Also in MultiLit Moments,
August, 1-2.).
Wheldall, K. (2015). Vital signs. Bulletin of
Learning Difficulties Australia, 47 (1),
12-13.
Wheldall, K. (2015). Another brick in the
WARL. MultiLit Moments, April, 2.
Wheldall, K., Wheldall, R., & Kohnen, S.
(2015). Editorial. In Wheldall, K.,
Wheldall, R., & Kohnen, S. (Eds.)
(2015). Spelling. Special Issue of
Australian Journal of Learning
Difficulties, 20, 1-2.
Assessment and instructional materials:
Wheldall, K., Wheldall, R., & Merrett, F.
(2014). Positive teaching for effective
classroom behaviour management
(primary version). Sydney: MultiLit Pty
Ltd.
Wheldall, K., Reynolds, M., & Madelaine,
A. (2015). The Wheldall assessment of
reading lists. Sydney: MultiLit Pty Ltd.
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LD AROUND THE WORLD
Minister of Education of New Zealand,
Hekia Parata, recently made a press release
about the Massey University project which
involves our IARLD fellow members, James
Chapman, Bill Tunmer, and Jane Prochnow.
Congratulations!!

Standing: Professor James Chapman,
Distinguished Professor Bill Tunmer,
Christine Braid, Dr. Alison Arrow. Seated at
front: Dr. Keith Greaney and Dr. Jane
Prochnow.

Education Minister Hekia Parata says some
of the country’s youngest students are the
focus of literacy research by experts from
Massey University. Professor James
Chapman, Distinguished Professor Bill
Tunmer and Dr. Alison Arrow have
designed the Massey University Early
Literacy research project to broaden the
range of literacy teaching strategies and
complement existing ones for teachers.
Ms. Parata says the project is focused on
establishing successful outcomes for
children at new entrant level, especially
those that may need extra support such as
Māori, Pasifika, and children from low
socio-economic backgrounds.

The $1.25m three-year project is funded by
the Ministry of Education and involves 25
schools in Wellington, Hutt Valley,
Wairarapa, Whanganui, Manawatu, Tararua,
Taranaki, Horowhenua, and Kapiti.
“This project takes an evidence-based
approach, which is essential to finding ways
to support the individual learning needs of
our young people so that all kids achieve
success in literacy, and those who are
already successful can extend their levels of
achievement,” Ms. Parata says.
“The children’s skill development is taken
into account in deciding which approach is
right for them. Some children will receive
targeted literacy instruction that may involve
methods such as phonemic awareness and
alphabetic coding. Other children, who
already have basic reading skills, will
receive instruction that recognizes their
developmental progress.”
Another important aspect of the project is
the use of a comparison group involving a
further 14 schools so that researchers can
accurately measure, assess and refine the
impact of the supplementary literacy
instruction.
“Reading is an essential skill necessary for
success in every aspect of life,” Ms. Parata
says. “This project will provide valuable
insights into the best teaching methods to
achieve better literacy learning outcomes for
all Kiwi kids.”
Professor James Chapman, from Massey’s
Institute of Education, says ensuring young
people – whatever their economic, ethnic or
language background – can read, and thus
learn, boils down to a social equity issue.
“Just saying that ‘most’ can read is not good
enough. In a responsible democracy, we
need to make sure all children get the basics
in literacy.
“Being literate is probably the most
important goal of schooling. Reading is
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basic to success in almost every aspect of
the school curriculum. It’s a prerequisite
skill for nearly all jobs, and is the primary
key to lifelong learning.”

INTRODUCING NEW
IARLD MEMBERS
It is a pleasure to introduce to our
membership our newest member new
Members, Dr. Michael Grosche. Our
warmest congratulations!!! In the brief
interviews below, we asked him to tell us
about himself.

IARLD Member – Grosche, Michael
Affiliation: Dr. Michael Grosche, Full
Professor, University of Wuppertal
(Germany), Rehabilitation Sciences Special Learning Needs, Institut of
Educational Sciences.

Nominated by Dr. David Scanlon, March 2015

What are your current research interests?
My current research interests are Early
Literacy, Cognitive Processing of Oral and
Written Language, Inclusion and Inclusive
Education, Response-to-Intervention.

How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?
I really cannot remember how I got to know
IARLD. I attended my first IARLD
conference 2012 in Padua, Italy, and also
joined the 2013 conference in Boston, USA.
I was impressed by the quality of the
research paper at both conferences, and I
think that IARLD is one of the few
organizations that take their “I” seriously
and are truly "international".
Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?
I am a trained special education teacher, got
my Ph.D. in learning disabilities and basic
education from the University of Cologne
(Germany) in 2011, did six months of my
Post Doc time at Northeastern University
(Boston, USA), became a professor at
University of Potsdam in 2013, and a
tenured full professor at University of
Wuppertal in April 2015. During my whole
career, I pursued and I still pursue the
understanding of learning disabilities and
what these understandings can tell us about
assessment and intervention. Germany has a
long and outstanding tradition of segregated
placements of students with LD in special
schools, but in the ongoing inclusion
movement more and more special education
students are instructed in general education
classrooms. I try to support teachers with
ideas how to give all children the best
education, and I use RTI to structure this
process.
What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?
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I know that it sounds nerdy, but research is
my hobby and my passion. Everything I
read, watch, hear, and do is informed by the
way researchers think. Most of the time, this
way of thinking makes my life a lot easier,
because the fact that we know almost
nothing about so many important things in
our lives, relaxes me and I really don't care
anymore about possible detrimental effects
of microwaves, cell phones, artificial

flavors, sugar, the "best" way to work out,
go to bed before midnight. However, given
the scientific evidence, I use sunscreen, I
don't smoke, and I try to not gain weight ;-)
In addition, I am really into electronic music
which is really big in Germany. I am a
bedroom DJ and still buy and spin records
on my two turntables.

BOOK “BRIEFS”
New contributions to the field by IARLD members
Congratulations to IARLD Fellows James Chapman and Bill Tunmer on their new book “Excellence and
Equity in Literacy Education: The Case of New Zealand”, published by Palgrave Macmillan (London).

Literacy is arguably the most important goal of schooling as, to a large extent, it determines young children's
educational and life chances and is fundamental in achieving social justice. New Zealand's literacy education
programme has long been regarded as one of the world's most successful approaches to teaching literacy skills
to young children. Excellence and Equity in Literacy Education questions this widely held assumption. In the
late 1990s the New Zealand government developed a national literacy strategy aimed at reducing persistently
large inequities in literacy achievement outcomes. The chapters in this edited volume present evidence
indicating that the national literacy strategy has failed, examine the major factors responsible for the
continuation of New Zealand's comparatively wide spread of scores in literacy achievement, and describe the
most effective strategies for reducing the literacy achievement gap and achieving excellence and equity in New
Zealand literacy education.
******

Congratulations to IARLD member Kevin Chung on his new book:
Chung, K. K. H., Yuen, K. C. P., & McInerney, D. M. (Eds.) (2014). Understanding developmental disorders
of auditory processing, language and literacy across languages: International perspectives. Charlotte, NC:
Information Age Publishing.
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Austin Prepares Itself for IARLD Invasion

Nothing like a good headline to get people’s attention. Those of us on the Local Arrangements Committee
(LAC) for the 2016 IARLD Conference are busily preparing for the upcoming conference, scheduled for June
28-30, 2016. The Executive Board will meet on the 28th, and the conference itself will occur on the 29th and
30th. We will also meet for a “get together and chat” dinner, which will occur on Wednesday night at
Threadgill’s, a landmark Austin restaurant. There are two Threadgill’s in town, the original, which featured
Janice Joplin as one of its musicians, and the downtown location, built on the notorious grounds of the old
infamous Armadillo World Headquarters. We’ll be dining in the downtown location, but the other location will
be worth a visit if you have time. The LAC proposed, and the Executive Board approved, Dr. David Chard as
the next William Cruickshank Memorial Lecturer. David is currently serving as the Dean of the School of
Education at Southern Methodist University; he has been and continues to be a distinguished scholar and
researcher in learning disabilities and is a dynamic speaker, so we look forward to what Dr. Chard has to share
with us in his keynote address.
As for the rest of the conference, similar to previous years, we plan on having Symposia, breakout sessions,
roundtables, and a poster session. Sometime in the not too distant future you will receive a Call for Proposals.
We encourage you to come to Austin and share your important work with your colleagues. The LAC members
are working to determine the best location for a tour of the city – a difficult task because Austin has so much to
offer, it’s impossible to see it all in a half day. Do you like to hike and bike? Austin has miles of trails that run
alongside Lady Bird Lake (actually just a river, but we Texans are well known for exaggeration). Enjoy
museums? We have both an art museum and a history museum on the campus of The University of Texas at
Austin, the latter displaying one of the few Gutenberg Bibles in existence. Enjoy music? Austin is known as
“The Live Music Capital of the World,” with seemingly billions and billions of music venues from which to
choose. Well, maybe a few less than that, but you can start at Austin’s famed 6th Street and wander for hours.
While you're wandering, stop in and grab a bite to eat at any number of dining establishments. No matter what
your taste, you’ll find it somewhere in our city. And, while you’re at it, keep walking to the Congress Avenue
Bridge at sunset and see the bats emerge from their summer home (http://www.batcon.org/index.php/ourwork/regions/usa-canada/protect-mega-populations/cab-intro). It is an amazing spectacle to see!
For IARLD Fellows and Members, we encourage you to bring your graduate students. We are planning a time
when they can get together, get to know one another, network, and share their experiences. We are planning
special activities that will allow them to meet and greet their fellow students from around the world, people who
will be their lifelong colleagues and friends.
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We are providing a few links about Austin, The University of Texas, where the conference will be held, and
Threadgill’s. It is important to note that we will NOT be having a conference hotel, so we suggest that you
google “Hotels near The University of Texas” and make reservations at your earliest convenience. The
Thompson Center is a short and inexpensive cab ride from the entertainment district (from 1st through 6th
streets), where some of our finer hotels are located, and there are inexpensive hotels to choose from as well, but
we suggest that you make your reservations sooner than later. Austin, with its growing convention center, is fast
becoming THE choice location for conferences, so hotels can fill up quickly – so for the best rates, we suggest
you plan early; the same holds true for flights in and out of Austin.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LCp_8C6hE0
https://www.youtube.com/user/utaustintexas
http://www.threadgills.com/
We’ll have more information as the dates draw closer, but please join us for what promises to be a great
conference experience. As we Texans like to say, “Y’all come!”
Best,
IARLD Conference co-chairs:
Diane Pedrotty Bryant, Brian R. Bryant, Judy K. Voress, Stephanie Al Otaiba

The 40th IARLD Conference in Austin will continue the traditions and the ambience of the previous successful
conferences of the Academy held in Boston, Padua, Taipei, Vancouver, and many other places. Similar to
previous conferences, the symposia, interactive poster session, and roundtable discussions will serve as a forum
for discussions of conceptual issues, exchange of ideas, and presentation of research results. The Annual
conference is an excellent opportunity for Academy members to meet, network, connect, collaborate, and
celebrate what has been achieved.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

40th Annual IARLD Conference
June 28 - 30, 2016
Austin, TX, USA

We look forward to seeing you!
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