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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Christa van Kraayenoord

The highlight of my year to date has been
my attendance at the International Academy
of Research in Learning Disabilities
Conference in Vilnius, Lithuania. As you
know the Executive Board meets on the day
prior to the start of the conference. This year
that was the 3rd of July. At the beginning of
the day a number of conference goers joined
Rasa Barkauskiene, our Conference
Chairperson, and her team for a memorable
tour with a guide around the city centre and
old town of Vilnius – visiting such buildings
and spaces as the Gediminas Tower,
Gediminas Avenue, the Cathedral Basilica,
the Church of St. Michael, the Town Hall,
the Presidential Palace, St. Peter and St.
Paul’s Church, The Gate of St. Marie’s
Compassion Mother Chapel, an amber
museum and shop, and finally the library of
the Vilnius University. Given the UNESCO

World Heritage listing of this historic town
you can just imagine how beautiful it is!!
In the afternoon of the 3rd of July the
Executive Board met in one of the Faculty
of Philosophy meeting rooms within the
University. This was a unique high ceiling
room complete with large support wooden
beams and a long table set with numerous
chairs. Not everyone on the Executive
Board was able to attend the meeting but
there was a good number with Margy Pierce,
our Treasurer, “skyping” in from the US.
What follows in the rest of this report are
some of the motions, actions, and decisions
that were taken by the Executive Board at
the meeting, as well as some information
and future plans as an update for everyone.
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The Executive Board Meeting
Our meeting began with a minute silence for
IARLD Fellows who had passed away Professor Janette Klingner and Professor
Zvia Breznitz.
The Finances
Margy Pierce provided a Treasurer’s Report
which indicated that generally we are in
good financial form. However, it was noted
that despite repeated requests quite a
significant number of members do not pay
their membership dues (fees). The Board has
decided that the non-payment of dues for
three consecutive years will render
membership inactive, ending membership
benefits (e.g., the journal). It should be
noted, however, that membership can be
reinstated to active status at the request of
the member and once payment of the current
year’s dues are made. The Board also
decided on a financial review of IARLD’s
finances in three years’ time (2016).
The Members Database
The database is held and kept up to date by
the President’s Office. The Office will be
extensively reorganizing the database to
make its functionality more effective and to
enable it to serve multiple purposes (for
email lists for IARLD Updates, for postal
lists for the Journal, etc). I would ask that
people advise the IARLD Office when they
change address, email, retire, or change
positions. Further, it would be helpful when
people hear of IARLD member’s passing
that the information is also passed on to the
Office (emails to:
IARLDOffice@uq.edu.au).
Honouring Janette Klinger
The Executive Board is pleased to announce
that the Janette Klingner IARLD Conference
Poster Award will be created. At the
meeting Rosemary Tannock agreed to chair
the Award Committee and to establish a

description of the Award, its criteria and a
process for how it will be awarded. If you
would like to be on the Committee to work
on developing the Award, please contact the
IARLD Office (IARLDOffice@uq.edu.au)
and Rosemary Tannock directly
(rosemary.tannock@)utoronto.ca). The first
Award will be granted at the 2015
conference.
2015 IARLD Conference, Vancouver,
Canada
The 2015 IARLD Conference will be hosted
by Linda Siegel in Vancouver, Canada.
Note that the conference dates are midweek
to take advantage of the venue, which is the
University of British Columbia. The
conference dates are: July 7, 2015 for the
Executive Board meeting and July 8 and 9,
2015 for the conference. Lynn Meltzer,
Chair of Conference Programs, has
developed an excellent Handbook for
conference planning and organization,
which is particularly useful for conference
chair people and their committees. Rasa
Barkauskiene used the Handbook for the
first time in organizing the Lithuania
Conference. Rasa’s team have added new
information and suggestions to the
Handbook based on their conference
organizing experiences, and this Handbook
has now been passed on to Linda. Lynn will
continue to liaise with Linda as Linda and
her committee prepare for the 2015
conference.
Future Conferences
The Executive Board confirmed the
locations of the 2016 and 2017 IARLD
conferences. The 2016 conference will be
held in Austin, Texas, USA. Diane and
Bryan Bryant will Co-Chair the conference.
Actual dates have yet to be finalized and the
membership will be informed. In 2017, the
IARLD Conference will be held in Brisbane,

3
Queensland, Australia, and will be hosted by
Christa van Kraayenoord.

We believe there are a number of Student
Members who can “upgrade” their status.

The Executive Board members have also
sought venues and Chair people for
conferences in 2018-2021. A list of possible
venues has been sent to the Executive
Board. Linda Siegel, who will be President
during the period of 2018 - 2021, will lead
the Executive Board in the process of
selecting and/or confirming the locations
and Chair people.

Report on the Constitution and Bylaws
Review (Chair – Delinda van Garderen)
As you know, I asked Delinda van
Garderen, the Chair of By-Laws and
Constitution, to develop a Committee to
review and revise IARLD’s By-Laws and
Constitution. The Committee comprises of
Linda Mason, George Sideridis, and Daniel
Hallahan. Thank you very much to these
colleagues for assisting Delinda with this
important work.

To all of you, we look forward to your
participation in our conferences and your
contributions to IARLD in the future.
Please note, the Executive Board moved that
the Student Member Committee be extended
to three members including the Vice
President. Please email Henry Reiff
(hreiff@mcdaniel.edu) if you would like to
serve on this Committee, as Henry is
seeking two additional committee members.
It would be great if every Member and
Fellow made a special effort between now
and December to recruit more Fellows,
Members, and Student members to IARLD!
I strongly urge you to speak to your
colleagues and associates about IARLD.
We are keen to connect with researchers in
the fields of neuroscience, medicine, and the
science of learning. To nominate see the
IARLD website for the criteria for
membership; ask potential members to
complete the Personal Data Form that is
found on the website and email their CV and
Data Form along with your nomination letter
of support to the relevant Committee Chair.
Further, if you are a Student Member but are
now eligible to become a Member, please
also take action by updating the Personal
Data Form and attaching your CV and
recent publications and sendinf these to the
Vice President for Members, Linda Siegel.

The Executive Board received a report from
Delinda at its meeting. The Report stated:
“The Constitution was last revised
December 6, 2002 and the By-Laws was last
revised August 15, 2003. … The Committee
and Christa van Kraayenoord have
completed an initial review of documents
and provided feedback for proposed
changes, amendments and edits. … The
Chair of the Committee has created a draft
of the Constitution based on the feedback.
This has been sent to the Committee for
review. … The Chair of the Committee will
create a draft of the By-Laws based on the
feedback of the reviewers. This document,
along with the Constitution, will be
reviewed by the Committee and the
President of IARLD. Consideration will be
given as to whether the Constitution and ByLaws need to be seen by an
Attorney/Lawyer. Once completed, a plan
for dissemination and review by the
Executive Board will be determined. [Then
the Executive Board will] send out
notification to the members for feedback and
review. Finalizing the By-Laws and
Constitution [… will involve receiving]
approval from the Executive Board and
membership.”
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Location of the Corporate Seal. One of the
matters raised by Delinda in her Report is
the location of the Corporate Seal. The
Committee is on the hunt for the Corporate
Seal. Delinda notes that she will continue to
investigate if the Seal can be found. If any
members can advise Delinda on where one
can look, please contact the IARLD Office
(IARLDOffice@uq.edu.au) and Delinda
(vangarderen@missouri.edu).
I would like to offer my thanks to Delinda
and this Committee for their ongoing work
on our behalf.
International Journal for Research in
Learning Disabilities
The Editor of the International Journal for
Research in Learning Disabilities, David
Scanlon provided a Report to the Executive
Board. As David said in a recent email to
the IARLD members “Publishing your work
in the IJRLD embodies your commitment as
a member of the Academy”. It is important
that this Journal grow and flourish and it can
only do so if it receives manuscripts for
review. Today especially, I strongly urge all
Fellows, Members, and Student Members to
send their next manuscript to our Journal as
a sign of your commitment. I trust that
Fellows will lead the way!
Marjorie Montague Award for Outstanding
Doctoral Level Research (Chair: Asha
Jitendra)
Asha Jitendra and the Committee for the
Marjorie Montague Award for Outstanding
Doctoral Research are currently receiving
applications for the award up to January
15th, 2015. In order to make an application
please see the IARLD website. This is a
wonderful way of honouring the memory of
Marjorie Montague and also of recognizing
the research of a new PhD scholar. Please
encourage your students, colleagues and
associates for this award.

Other Matters
The Executive Board also discussed the
positions on the Executive Board of
Members at Large and Ex-Officio Members
to the Executive Board. The current
Members at Large are: Rasa Barkauskiene,
James Chapman, and Marija Kavkler. Our
Vice President for International
Development is Malka Margalit. The people
who are currently ex-officio on the
Executive Board are: Brian Bryant
(Academy Historian), David Scanlon (Editor
of the International Journal for Research in
Learning Disabilities), and Olga Jerman
(Editor of IARLD Updates). The Executive
Board thought greater clarity around all of
these positions should be sought from the
Constitution and Bylaws Review
Committee. An email from Carol Goldfus
for the Executive Board was tabled. The
Executive Board asked the President to
respond to Carol.
My Thanks
I am grateful to the Executive Board for the
very positive and collegial meeting. Thanks
to Diane Bryant, the IARLD Secretary, for
taking the Minutes of the meeting and also
taking Minutes during the Think Tank at the
end of the Conference. After a very focused
three-hour meeting the IARLD Executive
departed for Restaurant Meringa for dinner
and some authentic Lithuanian cuisine. We
looked forward with anticipation to the next
two days and to what was a very
informative, intellectually rigorous, and
socially enjoyable conference!!!
If any member of IARLD would like further
information about any of the matters I have
shared in my report or wish to react with
suggestions related to anything raised in the
report please contact me directly at
c.vankraayenoord@uq.edu.au.
Christa van Kraayenoord, October 2014
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
Fellows Report: Asha Jitendra, Chair
The Fellows’ Committee is comprised of
Asha K. Jitendra (Chairperson), University
of Minnesota, U.S.A.; Lee Swanson,
University of California, at Riverside,
U.S.A; and Che Kan Leong, University of
Saskatchewan, Canada.
Since the last report in April (2014), we
have accepted two new fellows:
Dr. Nicole Ofiesh, Education and Learning
Specialist, Associate Research Associate,
Stanford. Dr. Ofiesh was nominated by
Malka Margalit.
Dr. Deborah P. Waber, Boston Children’s
Hospital, Department of Psychiatry, Boston.
Dr. Waber was nominated by Lynn Meltzer.
Members and Associate Members
Report: Linda Siegel, Chair
The Members and Associate Members’
Committee is comprised of Linda Siegel
(Chair), University of British Columbia,
Canada; Cesare Cornoldi, University of
Padua, Italy; and Lidija Magajna, University
of Ljubljana, Slovenia.
There were no new members accepted since
April 2014.
Student Member Report: Henry Reiff,
Chair
The Student Members’ Committee is Henry
Reiff (McDaniel College), Vice-President
for Student Members.
If Garrison Keillor were writing this report,
he might say, "It's been a quiet few months
for student membership." After a relatively
successful year of admitting new student

members, we have hit a bit of a lull. While
not surprising during the summer months, I
encourage you to nominate your doctoral
candidates. Virtually all of our student
members have been thrilled to join our
august association, become active
participants, and are the force that will
sustain IARLD in the future. Let's make this
our own election season.
Treasurer’s Report: Margaret Pierce
Please keep an eye out for an email
announcement of membership billing for the
2014-2015 academic year. If you forgot to
pay your 2013-2014 dues, you will be
reminded to pay both year's dues in order to
maintain your membership in good standing.
The annual dues structure is:
Fellows/Members: $120
Student Members: $30
Emeritus/Retired: $30
As always, dues payments can be made by
visiting our website at www.IARLD.com
Membership fees can be paid on
the Membership Dues page via PayPal, or
checks payable to the IARLD can be mailed
to:
Dr. Margaret Pierce
Education Department
320 Washington Street
Stonehill College
Easton, MA 02357 USA
As of September 2014, the balance in the
checking account is $11,264.85. There are
also three Certificates of Deposit with
balances totaling $37,645.47.
IJRLD Editor Report: David Scanlon,
Editor
The third issue of our journal, The
International Journal for Research in

6
Learning Disabilities, is in early stages of
production. A number of our colleagues
have contributed their excellent scholarship
to the issue. A public “thank you” to those
authors and our peer reviewers. When you
receive the issue I know that you will thank
them too.
As a credit to members’ participation, we
are close to becoming a ranked journal.
Please help us reach this important
milestone for the Academy by citing IJRLD
publications whenever appropriate in your
own publications. With a 45% acceptance
rate, and articles on a diversity of topics
from an international roster of scholars, we

are realizing the goal of re-establishing a
journal that will showcase work of Academy
members and contribute excellent research
scholarship to the international community
in learning disabilities.
Please visit the Academy website to review
submission guidelines, or contact me
directly at IJRLD@bc.edu
In Fellowship,
-David Scanlon

DON’T MISS OUT!
Send us your updated information – mailing address, email address, telephone #s, fax #,
job title, status, etc
Please advise the IARLD Office of any changes to your mailing (postal) address, email
address, telephone #s, fax #, job title, status, etc.
We need your correct mailing (postal) address to send you the journal, IJRLD,
and a correct email address to email you our IARLD Updates.
Send changes to the IARLD Office (emails to: IARLDOffice@uq.edu.au).

GOALS WITHIN THE IARLD
To increase the visibility, impact, and sphere of influence of the Academy by:
1) Increasing our membership through ongoing membership drive initiatives.
2) Encouraging IARLD Fellows and Members to list the IARLD as an additional
affiliation on all publications in journals, books, and newspapers.
3) Encouraging IARLD Fellows and Members to list the IARLD as an additional
affiliation on all conference presentations.
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Reflections from the 38th Annual IARLD Conference,
Vilnius, Lithuania, July 3-5, 2014

By Monika Łodej
The 38th Annual IARLD Conference in Vilnius was my second conference since I joined the
Academy in 2013. It was a great opportunity to familiarize myself with the recent developments
in research on LD and to receive feedback on the findings I presented in my poster. I appreciated
all discussions, comments and talks both in formal and informal contexts.
I was intrigued to listen to the reports on reading development in different languages. What came
to my attention was a variety of terms used to refer to a learner with difficulties in reading and
writing [e.g. LD, dyslexia, or special educational needs (SEN)]. It is not just a linguistic
preference for one word over the other as I initially believed. The terms 'LD', 'dyslexia' and 'SEN'
are not synonyms to each other and the definition behind these words impacts the selection of
research samples. In this light, research data obtained from dyslexics, LD students, or students
with special educational needs cannot be automatically combined and compared. From now on I
will consider this difference in terminology as one of the limitations in cross-linguistic
comparative studies.
I particularly enjoyed the roundtables and follow-up discussions on ”International perspective on
addressing the Special Educational Needs of culturally and linguistically diverse children”
chaired by Prof. Esther Geva. The Roma and the Inuit minority language SEN students were
discussed in reference to the quality of reading provision delivered to them in English, Croatian,
or Finnish. Since the language is the bearer of culture and reading remedial programs are offered
mainly in a student's second language, this might potentially limit the impact of provision in the
Roma or Inuit communities. The discussed resentment and low outcome of reading provision in
these groups might, in my opinion, be linked to the language and not only to the quality of
instructions. I feel inspired to look at these issues in language minority students in my country.
Thank you for this thought provoking discussion!
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Photos courtesy of Rasa Barkauskiene

MANUSCRIPT PROPOSAL SUBMISSIONS SOUGHT
Message From our “IJRLD” Editor
Dear Fellow Members of the Academy,
The "International Journal for Research in Learning Disabilities" is our best platform for
sharing your scholarship with the entirely of our membership and with our profession at large.
Publishing your work in the IJRLD embodies your commitment as a member of the Academy.
We are anxious to receive your submission. Please review submission guidelines posted on the
Academy website along with our past issues; you are also welcome to contact me directly to
discuss potential submissions, at IJRLD@bc.edu
In Fellowship,
David Scanlon, Editor

NEWS FROM IARLD
MEMBERS
Chung, Kevin K H: IARLD Fellow,
Professor and Acting Head Department of
Early Childhood Education, Faculty of
Education and Human Development, The
Hong Kong Institute of Education, Dr.
Chung has recently published a new book:

Chung, K. K. H., Yuen, K. C. P., & McInerney,
D. M. (Eds.) (2014). Understanding
developmental disorders of auditory
processing, language and literacy across
languages: International perspectives.
Charlotte, NC: Information Age Publishing.

He has also new journal articles:
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Tong, X., Chung, K. K. H., & McBride, C.
(2014). Two-character Chinese compound
word processing in Chinese children with
and without dyslexia: ERP
evidence. Developmental
Neuropsychology, 39, 285-301.
Yeung, P. S., Ho, C. S. H., Chan, D. W., &
Chung, K. K. H. (2014). What are the early
indicators of persistent word reading
difficulties among Chinese readers in
elementary grades? Dyslexia, 20, 119-145.

Desoete, Annemie: Congratulations to
IARLD Fellow Dr. Desoete who was
promoted from ‘associate professor’ to ‘full
professor’ at Ghent University!
One of Dr. Desoete’s graduate students,
Magda Praet, recently successfully defended
her dissertation titled “Driving forces behind
arithmetic: Their evolution from
kindergarten to grade 2.”
In addition, Dr. Desoete has some new
publications:
Praet, M., Titeca, D., Ceulemans, A., & Desoete,
A. (2013). Language in the prediction of
arithmetic in kindergarten and grade 1.
Learning and Individual Differences, 27,
90-96 DOI:
10.1016/j.lindif.2013.07.003
Praet, M., & Desoete, A. (2014). Enhancing
young children’s mathematical skills
through computerized kindergarten
interventions: a randomized controlled
study. Teacher and teacher education, 39,
56-65. DOI: 10.1016/j.tate.2013.12.003
Praet, M., & Desoete, A. (2014). Number line
estimation from kindergarten to grade 2:
A longitudinal study, Learning and
Instruction, 33, 19-28.
Tops, W., Callens, M. Desoete, A., Stevens, M.,
& Brysbaert, M. (2014). Metacognition for
Spelling in Higher Education Students with
Dyslexia: Is There Evidence for the Dual
Burden Hypothesis? DOI:

0.1371/journal.pone.0106550
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi
%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0106550

Along with her colleagues, Martin Valcke
and Hilde Van Keer, Dr. Desoete helped to
create and promote an Association Research
Platform on Typical and Atypical Learning
– Learning Problems at Ghent University.
For more information email at
annemie.desoete@ugent.be
Finally, a research platform LEER+ (learn
+) was created at Artevelde University
College to enhance interdisciplinary
research on atypical learning (in teachers,
therapists, social workers and special
education). Again, to receive more
information please email Dr. Desoete at
annemie.desoete@arteveldehs.be

Elik, Nezihe: IARLD Member, Dr. Elik
has progressed to a new position: Team
Lead and Quality Leader roles have been
added to her current position as a
Psychologist at McMaster Children's
Hospital, Hamilton, ON.
She has also completed a project:
Perspectives of physicians, nurses, and
allied health professionals on psychological
assessment reports and consultation
processes. The data are being prepared and
analyzed to be submitted for publications.
Finally, Dr. Elik has a new publication
submission:
Elik, N., Corkum, P., Blotnicky-Gallant, &
McGonnell, M. (Invited Article, submitted
September 5, 2014). Overcoming the
barriers to teachers’ utilization of evidencebased interventions for children with
ADHD: The Teacher Help for ADHD
program. Language & Literacy: Special
Issue Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder: Fostering Positive Development
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in the Schools (Editors: Siegel, L. &
Toplak, M.).

children's self-reports versus parents' proxy
reports. European Journal of Pediatrics,
173 (5), p. 689-690. [PMID: 24292375]

Heiman, Tali: Compliments to IARLD
Member, Dr. Tali who has new articles out:
Heiman, T., Olnik-Shemesh, D. & Eden, S.
(2014). Cyberbullying involvement among
students with ADHD: Relation to
loneliness, self-efficacy and social
support. The European Journal of Special
Needs
Education (DOI 0.1080/08856257.2014.94
3562).

May, Alison: Dr. May, an IARLD
Member, is excited to share some of her
news:
•

Dr. May was promoted from Assistant
Director to Assistant Dean of Students
and Director;

•

Her Office name has changed from
"Services for Students with Disabilities"
to "AccessibleNU" to be more inclusive
and emphasize that providing access to
students with disabilities and other
conditions requiring accommodation is
the responsibility of the university, not
just one office;

•

New, larger, more accessible office was
just built for AccessibleNU to
accommodate the increasing numbers of
students and exams proctored (over
1700 last year). Every last detail, down
to built-in, height-adjustable testing
desks and doors that close whisper-quiet
so as not to distract test-takers was
thought of in advance and entailed an
amazing partnership between the
Auxiliary Services, Dean of Students,
Facilities Management, and the
architect himself. Dr. May and her
colleagues would like to publish an
article on it, because they find that most
disability services offices at universities
are more of an afterthought, in the
basement, and are forced to fit into a
space as opposed to the space being
built to work for them;

•

Along with two Northwestern
Professors, Franziska Lys and Jeanne
Ravid, Dr. May has published an article
on Northwestern's unique process for
handling students with disabilities who

Heiman, T., & Olenik-Shemesh, D. (2013,
June). Cyberbullying experience among
adolescents with LD attending general and
special education classes. Journal of
Learning Disabilities (online).
	
  

Karande, Sunil: IARLD Fellow,
Professor of Pediatrics & In-Charge
Learning Disability Clinic, Department of
Pediatrics, Seth G.S. Medical College &
K.E.M. Hospital, Dr. Karande has authored
and co-authored (INCLEN Study Group) the
following new publications:
Mukherjee S, Aneja S, Russell PS, Gulati S,
Deshmukh V, Sagar R, Silberberg D,
Bhutani VK, Pinto JM, Durkin M, Pandey
RM, Nair MK, Arora NK; INCLEN Study
Group. (2014). INCLEN diagnostic tool for
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(INDT-ADHD): Development and
Validation. Indian Pediatrics, 51 (6), 457462. [PMID: 24986281]
Juneja M, Mishra D, Russell PS, Gulati S,
Deshmukh V, Tudu P, Sagar R, Silberberg
D, Bhutani VK, Pinto JM, Durkin M,
Pandey RM, Nair MK, Arora NK (2014).
INCLEN Study Group. INCLEN
Diagnostic Tool for Autism Spectrum
Disorder (INDT-ASD): Development and
Validation. Indian Pediatrics, 51 (5), 359365. [PMID: 24953575]
Karande S. (2014). Health-related quality of life
in children with specific learning disability:
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require foreign language support. This
process is neither a waiver nor a
necessarily substitution but rather
focused more on individualized support
process that allows students to get as far
in a foreign language as possible.
•

Finally, with IARLD Fellow, Dr.
Addison Stone, she co-authored the
following article:
May, A. L., & Stone, A. C (2014). An
Initial Investigation into the Role of
Stereotype Threat in the Test
Performance of College Students with
Learning Disabilities. Journal of
Postsecondary Education and
Disability, 21 (1), 89-106.

Meltzer, Lynn: For the 30th consecutive

University in the Division of Special
Education and Disability Research. She has
been an assistant professor at George Mason
since 2008.

Silliman, Elaine: Compliments and
congratulations to IARLD Fellow and
Professor Emeritus, Department of
Communication Sciences & Disorders,
University of South Florida, Dr. Silliman
who has been awarded the Honors of the
American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association (ASHA) for her distinguished
scientific contributions in language learning
disabilities to the discipline and profession.
She will receive the award in November
2014 at the annual meeting of the ASHA in
Orlando, FL.

year, Dr. Lynn Meltzer, past-president of
IARLD, will be chairing the international
Learning Differences Conference to be held
on March 20-21, 2015 at the Harvard
Graduate School of Education. This year’s
conference, sponsored by the Research
Institute for Learning and Development
(ResearchILD), is entitled Executive
Function and Learning Differences: Past,
Present, and Future. The program will
emphasize current theory and cutting edge
research on executive function, learning,
motivation, and resilience. Novel
approaches to teaching and assessing
students with learning and attention
difficulties across grade levels and content
areas will be explored. The conference will
feature internationally renowned speakers.
For further information, go to
www.researchild.org/special-events or
contact Anna Lavelle at
alavelle@researchild.org.

West, Thomas: IARLD member and the

Regan, Kelley: Congratulations to
IARLD member Dr. Kelley Regan! As of
August 2014, she was promoted and tenured
to Associate Professor at George Mason

author of Thinking Like Einstein and In the
Mind's Eye, Thomas G. West has been
invited to give a series of five talks for the
Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS) in
November 2014.

The five presentations will focus on
discussing the following topics:
•

“Discovering the Talents of Dyslexics –
Problems and Potential”

•

“Embracing Dyslexia – One Life Story”

•

“A New World Shaped by Dyslexics –
Seeing What Others Do not See”
(keynote)
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•

“The Power of Dyslexic Visual Thinkers
with Computer Data Visualization”

•

“Why Dyslexic Talents are Important for
Technology and Entrepreneurial
Business”

Urso, Annmarie: Congratulations to Dr.
Urso, an IARLD Fellow and the President of
New York State Council for Exceptional
Children, who has been promoted to
Associate Professor at State University of
New York at Geneseo!
In addition, Dr. Urso has received the
$324,000 research grant from New York
State Department of Education for a project
- “Scaffolding the Common Core for
Students with Disabilities in NYS's P-12
ELA and Math Curriculum.”

INTRODUCING NEW
IARLD
FELLOWS AND MEMBERS
It is a pleasure to introduce to our
membership some of the new members that
we didn’t get a chance to interview before:
new Fellow, Dr. Nicole Ofiesh, new
Member Dr. Anya Evmenova, and new
Student Members, Krishnan Kalyani and
Lauran Valasa. In the brief interviews
below, we asked them to tell us about
themselves.

IARLD Fellow – Ofiesh, Nicole
Affiliation: Nicole Ofiesh, Learning and
Education Specialist in Private Practice, Portola
Valley, CA;
Sr. Research Associate, Schwab Learning
Center, Stanford University, CA USA

Nominated by Dr. Malka Margalit

What are your current research interests?
Continued research and interest in test
accommodations, effective instruction,
resilience, and self-awareness of learning
and strengths-based models of instruction.
How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?
Through my colleagues. I decided to join
because I value the opportunity to meet with
an outstanding group of colleagues from
around the world. The meetings continue to
be stimulating.
Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?
I have worked with children, adolescents,
and adults with learning challenges for
nearly 30 years as a learning disabilities
specialist, diagnostician and researcher. I
started in 1985 working with children with
emotional and behavior challenges in special
education classes. In the late 80s and early
90s I was working as a learning disabilities
specialist in a child development clinic at
California Pacific Medical Center and at the
California Community Colleges. I
completed my doctorate in 1997 at Penn
State University under the guidance of
IARLD Fellow, Dr. Charlie Hughes. I left an
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exciting and rewarding tenured faculty
position at the University of Arizona to
return to my home in the San Francisco Bay
Area in 2006.
Since that time I have served as Director of
the Special Education Teacher Training
program and Department Chair at Notre
Dame de Namur University and Associate
Director of a local nonprofit organization for
children with learning disabilities. Currently
I have a private practice in northern
California where I provide assessments,
conduct research and professional
development with schools, and provide
support to families and individuals with a
variety of learning issues. I also consult with
private organizations about test
accommodations for persons with
disabilities. My work is diverse and I
appreciate the collaboration with schools,
clinics, agencies, and universities to foster
effective assessment and instruction for
individuals who learn differently.
As the Sr. Research Associate at the Schwab
Learning Center at Stanford University, I am
currently engaged in research on test-taking
behavior and accommodations among
college students with learning disabilities
and ADHD. Other research with schools
includes effectiveness of online reading
instruction at Compass High School, a high
school for students with learning disabilities,
and Universal Design for Learning and
executive functions at other local schools.
Most recently, I was asked by the United
States Department of Justice to be one of
five persons on a Best Practices Panel as
part of a consent decree in order to improve
the process for determining how decisions
about test accommodations are made on
standardized tests. The consent decree was
issued as a result of violations against the
Americans with Disabilities Act where test-

takers with disabilities were denied test
accommodations on a well known graduate
school entrance exam in the United States.
My long time colleague and IARLD Fellow,
Dr. Nancy Mather was also asked by the
DOJ to serve on this panel and it is
rewarding to be able to apply our research
and understanding of individuals with
learning disabilities, and other disabilities to
develop greater access for individuals with
disabilities to standardized tests. Naturally,
we can all relate to how meaningful it can be
to have the opportunity to impact the lives of
persons with disabilities at a large scale.
I also love sports and have recently had the
opportunity to serve as a consultant with a
team in the National Football League (NFL)
on effective instruction. This has been
fascinating! Another exciting endeavor I am
working on is with my colleague Dr. Henry
Reiff, also a Fellow of IARLD. Dr. Reiff
and I are working on a textbook for teachers
on preparing individuals for success across
the lifespan. In this textbook we emphasize
the importance of resilience and self
awareness. In addition to
the publications from my work at Stanford
and Compass High School I am working on
a children's book about learning. However, I
am reminded of something I heard the
remarkable special educator and researcher
Dr. Cecil Mercer say in 1998, "What I love
about what I do is the company I keep. The
teachers, the children, the colleagues. I love
the company I keep." I echo Dr. Mercer's
sentiment about my own career.
What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?
Well, when I'm not working I love watching
my teenage daughter play ice hockey for the
San Jose Jr. Sharks, as well as trap shoot and
hike. I like baseball and go to every San
Francisco Giants game I can, or the Boston
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Red Sox, when in MA. Going to my lake
house in northern Wisconsin where I can
write and enjoy dear family and friends
every summer is a treat. I also listen to all
types of music and can't imagine my life
without friends, family, and music. Thank
you for the chance to continue to learn with
all of you!

How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

I have received Master in Education degree
in Learning Disabilities from East Carolina
University in 2003. While I was teaching
students with learning disabilities in middle
and elementary schools in North Carolina, I
became very interested in the area of
assistive technology. I then have obtained
Ph.D. from George Mason University in
2008 with specialization in
Assistive/Instructional Technology and
Special Education. All my scholarly
activities revolve around my major research
interest in using technology (instructional,
assistive, e-learning technology) to enhance
learning opportunities for both students with
various abilities and needs as well as preservice and in-service teachers. One of my
current projects is the Stepping Up
Technology Implementation project titled
Project WeGotIt!: Writing Efficiently with
Graphic Organizers; Teachers Integrating
Technology funded by the Office of Special
Education Programs, U.S. Department of
Education. This is a five-year project that
focuses on the implementation of computerbased graphic organizer with embedded selfregulated learning strategies in order to
improve essay writing for students
with high-incidence disabilities, including
learning disabilities across content areas
(language arts, science, and social studies).
The project also explores the ways to
support teachers in effective integration of
technology in their lessons.

IARLD Member – Evmenova, Anya.
Affiliation: Assistant Professor, Division of
Special Education and disAbility Research,
George Mason University.

Nominated by Dr. Margo Mastropieri, 2013

What are your current research interests?
My professional interests lie in the areas
of special education and assistive
technology. My current research interests
include the use of assistive and instructional
tools for improving access to general
education curriculum for students with
various abilities and needs; Universal
Design for Learning; effective and efficient
online teaching and learning, as well as
advances in the field of single-subject/case
research methods.

My colleague and mentor, Dr. Margo
Mastropieri has introduced me to the
IARLD. It was an honor to be accepted.
Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?
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What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?

How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?

Many years ago I used to be a ballroom
dancer, so ballroom dancing will forever be
my special interest. However, these days I
spent all my time with my two children: 5year-old Tim and 9-month-old Eva.

Dr. Lynn Meltzer, a long-time mentor and
colleague, has introduced me to the IARLD.
Given my research interests I found it to be
a wonderful match.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

IARLD Student Member –
Krishnan, Kalyani
Affiliation: Doctoral Candidate,
Northeastern University; Assistant Director
of Assessment School Psychologist at the
Institute for Learning and Development in
Lexington, MA.

Nominated by Dr. Lynn Meltzer, June 2013

What are your current research interests?
Development of metacognition; selfregulation in adolescents with learning
disabilities; cross-cultural parenting;
resilience and protective factors in socially
disadvantaged youth who have learning
disabilities.

Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?
I am a school psychologist and the Assistant
Director of Assessment at the Institute for
Learning and Development in Lexington,
MA. I am also a language and learning
specialist and conduct comprehensive
evaluations of children, adolescents and
adults with learning and attentional
difficulties. I’ve earned a master’s degree in
linguistics from Osmania University,
Hyderabad, India and a second master’s
degree in learning disabilities from
Northwestern University, Evanston, IL.
Over the past 15 years, I have worked with
children and adults in my capacity as a
clinician and teacher. I have consulted with
families and schools, taught graduate level
classes and presented at many conferences.
I have also spoken to groups of parents,
teachers and other professionals on a range
of topics including executive function
processes, written language and nonverbal
learning disabilities. I have been invited to
speak on numerous occasions at the annual
Learning Differences conference at the
Harvard Graduate School of Education;
have contributed to a number of recent
books with my colleagues from
ResearchILD including Executive Function
in Education (Guilford Press, 2007), A
Parent Guide to Hassle-Free Homework,
(Scholastic, 2007), and Promoting Executive
Function in the Classroom (Guilford Press,
2010). Presently I am in a School
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Psychology Ph.D. Program at Northeastern
University.
What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?
I love to read, cook, and travel. In addition,
spending time with my teenage daughter is
becoming a very precious and cherished
activity for me these days.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

IARLD Student Member – Valasa,
Lauren.
Affiliation: The Pennsylvania State
University, Doctoral candidate, graduate
assistant.

Nominated by Dr. Linda Mason, October 2013

What are your current research interests?

learning disabilities. I decided to join
IARLD because I was interested in learning
how instructional programs for students with
disabilities look across different countries. I
believe international exchange of ideas will
strengthen research and enhance outcomes
for students with learning disabilities.
Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?
When I began my doctoral program, I was
particularly interested in proposed
legislation intended to standardize the
national writing curriculum in the United
States (Common Core State Standards,
2013). I began to examine the extent to
which current writing research meets
proposed education curriculum standards.
The results of my inquiries were presented
at the Council for Exceptional Children
2014 conference (Valasa, 2014) and
published in International Journal for
Research in Learning Disabilities (Valasa,
Mason, & Hughes, in press). I am currently
looking to extend the writing research base.
My dissertation research involves
conducting a randomized pre-post control
group design pilot study and a multiple
baseline, single-case study to evaluate the
effects of SRSD for a narrative writing
strategy for adolescents with mild to
moderate disabilities.

Literacy research in special education.

What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?

How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?

Theatre reading plays, attending local and
professional shows, and performing!

Dr. Linda Mason, my mentor, informed me
of the benefits of joining and learning from
this prestigious, international academy
focused on research for individuals with
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UPCOMING CONFERENCES
International Dyslexia Association (IDA): The IDA will hold its 65th Annual Conference in San Diego,
California, USA, from November 12-15, 2014. Conference information can be found at [www.interdysl.org].
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA): The Annual Conference and Expo will take
place in Orlando, FL, November 20-22, 2014. Further information can be found at [www.asha.org].
National Association of School Psychologists (NASP): The 47th Annual Conference will be in Orlando,
Florida, February 17-20. Conference information can be found at [www.nasponline.org].
Learning Disabilities Association (LDA): The 52nd Annual International Conference will take place in
Chicago, IL, February 18-21. More information can be found at [www.ldanatl.org]
Council for Exceptional Children (CEC): CEC Annual Convention & Expo will be held April 8-11, 2015 in
San Diego, California, USA. [www.cec.sped.org]
American Education Research Association (AERA): AERA Annual meeting will take place in Chicago,
Illinois, USA in April 16-20, 2015. More info about conference can be found at [www.aera.net]
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

39th Annual IARLD Conference
July 7-9, 2015
Vancouver BC, Canada

We look forward to seeing you!
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