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A FAREWELL MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Judith Wiener
This is my final message in IARLD Updates
in my role as President as my tenure ends on
December 31, 2013.This has led me to
reflect about my four years as your
President, what we have accomplished
together, the directions we might take as an
organization, and what I have learned. When
I agreed to become the President of the
IARLD, it seemed to me that the length of
the office was very long; now that it is
coming to a close it seems to have flown by.
During this time there have been several
notable organizational accomplishments.
When I first joined the IARLD our
membership was almost exclusively from
North America and Europe. The
organization has been enriched by members
from the Middle East, Asia, and the
Australian continent. Four years ago we had
a non-refereed journal called Thalamus that
Paul Gerber, and then Nicole Olfeish
valiantly put together. Our current journal,
The International Journal for Research in
Learning Disabilities (IJRLD), now has an
editorial board comprising Fellows of the
IARLD from several countries, and is edited
by David Scanlon. It is peer-reviewed and
its aim is to be listed by Thomson Reuters
and purchased by academic libraries. Please
submit your excellent work to the IJRLD –
guidelines for authors are on our website
http://www.iarld.com/. We have had four

impressive conferences – in Miami
(Conference Chair, Marjorie Montague),
Taipei (Conference Chair, Li-Yu Hung),
Padua (Conference Chair, Daniela
Lucangeli), and Boston (Conference Chair,
Lynn Meltzer). Our doctoral dissertation
award has been re-named the Marjorie
Montague Award for Outstanding Doctoral
Research in honour of our late Fellow and
Treasurer, Marjorie Montague. In response
to an Executive Board motion to create an
electronic archive of the IARLD history,
Brian Bryant agreed to undertake this task,
and gave a roundtable presentation at the
June conference in Boston with Doris
Johnston, Peter Rosenberger, and Christa
van Kraayenoord. Brian has interviewed
several of the original Fellows of the
Academy, and will be aggregating the
material in a meaningful form for our
website. With regard to the website, this also
has been revamped and is now more
accessible and informative. We have
succeeded in creating mechanisms for
paying dues and conference fees online
using a credit card.
As individuals, IARLD Members and
Fellows make outstanding contributions to
scholarly research, teaching, and practice in
relation to children, adolescents, and adults
with learning disabilities and related
neurodevelopmental disorders. Although
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the IARLD is typically not consulted as an
organization when governmental and nongovernmental organizations are making
policy and practice decisions, one of our
Fellows, Dr. Rosemary Tannock, was a
member of the Working Groups on ADHD
and Specific Learning Disorder for the
establishment of the DSM-5. She
communicated to me that she consulted
IARLD Members and Fellows in several
countries to provide her with an
international perspective on the criteria for
diagnosing Specific Learning Disorder in
the DSM-5. The networking that is
facilitated through our Academy will likely
have major impact on diagnosis in our field.
I am confident that there are many other
instances of networking and collaboration
that have led to significant changes in
thinking, research and practice across the
world of which I am not fully aware.
There are many people I would like to thank
for their contributions to the IARLD during
the past four years. I would like to begin
with an accomplishment that has very little
input on my part (other than writing my
President’s Message) – publication of
IARLD Updates. I want to thank Olga
Jerman, who is an outstanding editor and
who makes it happen. I also want to thank
Christa van Kraayenoord, who as VicePresident has provided ongoing helpful
advice, and temporarily stepped in
beautifully when I was not able to fulfill my
role as President due to a serious family
health issue. Margaret Pierce, who was
Secretary at the time that Marjory Montague
became ill immediately took on the role of
treasurer, and did very important work (with
the wonderful assistance of Sharlene Pont)
to ensure the safe transition of our finances.
I also want to publicly thank Clarisa Markel
who has done lots of behind the scenes work
to facilitate communication with the
membership and recognition of new

members. Her efficient work has made my
job much easier.
There are a few decisions made at our
Executive Board meeting at our stimulating
conference in Boston that I would like to
communicate to you.
• First, although our finances are currently
healthy, mid-and long-term projection
indicates that we need to raise
membership dues in order to be able to
cover publication of the IJRLD. The
Executive, therefore, passed a motion to
raise the dues to $120 USD. Dues for
students and retired members will be $30
USD and retired members will be
allowed to pay the student rate at
conferences.
• Second, in order to provide more support
for conference organizers, Lynn Meltzer,
currently a Member at Large, has agreed
to take on the role of Conference
Coordination Chair. She and her
conference team in Boston wrote a
comprehensive and detailed manual that
can guide future conference organizers.
Once it is edited, it will be available to
all future conference organizers. The
Conference Coordination Chair will
provide guidance and support to
conference organizers.
• Third, Dr. Asha Jitendra has agreed to
chair the committee that will adjudicate
the Marjory Montague Award for
Outstanding Doctoral Dissertations.
• The Executive also discussed whether
Fellows of the IARLD have any
obligations to contribute to the
Academy. When we accept new
Fellows we decided to indicate to them
that we hope they will contribute to the
IARLD by presenting their research at
the conferences, publishing in the
IJRLD, serving on the Executive Board,
being involved in a committee, and/or
contributing to the newsletter.
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As the term of the current Executive
Board will end on December 31, 2013,
our President-Elect, Christa van
Kraayenoord, is chairing a nomination
committee for the future executive. If
you would like to serve on the Executive
Board or would like to suggest another
member, please contact her.

I have learned many lessons during my
tenure as IARLD President, one of which I
would like to communicate to you. I have
found the collaboration with Members,

Fellows, and Executive Board members to
be very rewarding. It is truly inspiring to
learn about the different perspectives of our
many members, the contexts they work in,
and the ways they research and provide
services. There are many ways to
accomplish our goal of enriching the lives of
children, adolescents and adults with
learning disabilities and the international
community has a major role in this
important task.

Judith Wiener

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Fellows Report: Asha Jitendra, Chair
The Fellows’ Committee is comprised of
Asha K. Jitendra (Rodney Wallace Professor
for the Advancement of Teaching and
Learning, University of Minnesota), Lee
Swanson (University of California), and C.
K. Leong (University of Saskatchewan).
Since March of 2013 we accepted four new
nominations: Kurt W. Fischer (nominated by
Lynn Meltzer), Evelyn S. Johnson
(nominated by Christopher Murray), Linda
Mason (nominated by Karen Harris), and
Maria Mody (nominated by Elaine
Silliman).
Members Report: Janette Klingner, Chair
The Members’ Committee is comprised of
Janette Klingner (Chairperson), University
of Colorado at Boulder, U.S.A.; Cesare
Cornoldi, University of Padua, Italy; Linda
Siegel, University of British Columbia,
Canada; and Lidija Magajna, University of
Ljubljana, Slovenia.
The committee has accepted five new
members since March of 2013: Sheri

Berkeley, Anya Evmenova, Charles Haynes,
Ranjini Reddy, and Kelley Regan.
Student Member Report: Henry Reiff,
Chair
The 37th Annual Conference in Boston was
a great opportunity to catch up with student
members, such as Surina Basho, as well as
to recruit some new folks. Special thanks to
Lynn Meltzer who not only managed to put
together a spectacular conference, but who
also encouraged members of the staff at
Institute for Learning and Development to
attend. Please recommend your doctoral
students for membership and encourage
colleagues to do the same.
Treasurer’s Report: Margaret Pierce
Membership billing for the 2013-2014
academic year will be coming out in the
weeks to come! Watch your email for a
reminder to pay your dues. Prompt
payment, either by check or PayPal, is
appreciated. Last year, the academy
collected more than $7,000 in membership
fees. Thank you for your diligence in
remitting your payments.
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Please visit our website: www.IARLD.com
Membership fees can be paid on
the Membership Dues page via PayPal, or
checks payable to the IARLD can be mailed
to:
Dr. Margaret Pierce
Education Department
320 Washington Street
Stonehill College
Easton, MA 02357 USA
At the annual meeting of the executive
board in June, a new fee structure was

agreed upon to ensure our continued ability
to support future conferences and journal
issues.
The annual dues structure for this coming
year will be:
Fellows/Members: $120
Student Members: $30
Emeritus/Retired: $30
As of September 2013, the balance in the
checking account is $16,167.96. There are
also three Certificates of Deposit with
balances totaling $37,541.37.

GOALS WITHIN THE IARLD
To increase the visibility, impact, and sphere of influence of the Academy by:
1) Increasing our membership through ongoing membership drive initiatives.
2) Encouraging IARLD Fellows and Members to list the IARLD as an additional
affiliation on all publications in journals, books, and newspapers.
3) Encouraging IARLD Fellows and Members to list the IARLD as an additional
affiliation on all conference presentations.

The advantages of joining IARLD for students:
ü

You are joining a prestigious group of international scholars in the field.

ü

You will receive several publications and an insider's view of the research in the field.

ü

You will find the IARLD conferences highly stimulating and rewarding.

ü

You will undoubtedly develop some wonderful professional and personal
relationships.

ü

You will put yourself in an advantageous position to join later as a full member and
possibly as a fellow.

ü

It looks great on your resume!

VISIT THE IARLD WEBSITE
WWW.IARLD.com
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MANUSCRIPT PROPOSAL SUBMISSIONS SOUGHT

Message From our “IJRLD” Editor
Members of the Academy are leaders in research on learning disabilities around the globe.
Regional and cultural priorities help to determine our research agendas and inform our practices.
Yet, we all share respect for excellence in research and a thirst to know more about LD. Please
help us fulfill our academy mission to share work with each other and the field, so that we can all
know more. Submit your scholarly manuscripts to the IJRLD so that members and our
colleagues around the globe can learn with you.
The second issue of IJRLD will be delivered to you this winter. In that issue you will read about
such topics as the nature of LD, assessments and interventions relevant to language diversity, and
adaptive functioning among those with LD. Submissions for subsequent issues are already being
received, but there is still plenty of room for your work. Our journal is "young," so we do not
have extensive backlogs of manuscripts, which means your submissions can be processed
quickly. With a 53% acceptance rate and publications from peers who are recognized leaders in
the profession you know that publications in IJRLD will be respected. We are well on our way
to earning Thompson-Reuters/ISI ranking for the journal. Your contribution can help us to
achieve that. Visit the Academy website to learn more about the submission process, or contact
editor David Scanlon directly with inquiries ijrld@bc.edu.
In Fellowship,
David Scanlon,
Editor of the IJRLD

Expressions of interest for President-Elect and President of IARLD
A small committee chaired by the incoming President of IARLD, Christa van Kraayenoord, is
seeking expressions of interest for the position of President-Elect of the IARLD for 2014-2017,
with the President’s post from 2018-2021. Individuals who are interested in taking on these
exciting roles are asked to contact Christa on c.vankraayenoord@uq.edu.au. In addition,
Members and Fellows who would like to suggest names for the President-Elect and follow-on
President’s positions, please also send your suggestions directly to Christa, who together with the
Nominations’ Committee will contact these people. The names of nominees will be circulated
amongst all members and voting will occur before the end of this 2013 year.
Nominations' Committee for President-Elect and President of IARLD
The members of the Nominations' Committee for the position of President-Elect of the IARLD
for 2014-2017, with the President’s post from 2018-2021 are:
Christa van Kraayenoord, the incoming President of IARLD,
Malka Margalit, the Vice President for International Development, and
Janette Klingner, the Vice President for Members.
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37th Annual IARLD Conference, Boston, USA, June 27-29, 2013

The 37th Annual IARLD Conference was a great success! This year’s conference was sponsored by the
Research Institute for Learning and Development (ResearchILD) and chaired by past President and IARLD
Fellow, Dr. Lynn Meltzer. The conference took place at a hotel overlooking the Charles River and the cities
of Cambridge and Boston. Presenters and attendees came together from fourteen countries to explore current
research related to the study of learning disabilities.

Presentations highlighted a wide array of topics, including executive function, reading disabilities,
mathematics difficulties, and the role of culture in LD. Symposia covered a range of key issues, including a
session co-chaired by Dr. Malka Margalit and Dr. Judith Wiener, the President of the Academy, exploring
theories and myths underlying our understanding of learning difficulties and social-emotional difficulties.
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Roundtable sessions offered attendees the chance to delve into issues at the forefront of LD research in a
small, intimate setting. This year’s topics included executive function and metacognition, teacher training,
adults with LD, and a look at the past and future of the IARLD.

Each session featured lively question and answer discussions, and the interactive poster session offered
attendees a further opportunity to mingle and collaborate.
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Dr. Kurt Fischer, the Charles Bigelow Professor of Education and Chair of the Mind, Brain, and Education
program at the Harvard Graduate School of Education, provided the Distinguished Scholar Lecture. In his
lecture entitled, “The Science of the Individual: Implications for Learning Disabilities,” Dr. Fischer
discussed his work analyzing individual patterns of growth across contexts when studying the development
of students.

This year, the prestigious Cruickshank Memorial Lecture was given by academician and researcher, Dr.
Rosemary Tannock from the University of Toronto and the Hospital for Sick Children in Canada. Her
presentation, “Learning Disabilities in DSM 5: For Better or For Worse?” provided attendees with a behindthe-scenes understanding of changes made to the learning disorders diagnoses in the new DSM-5, of which
she was a contributing author.
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The combination of inspiring presentations and stimulating conversations among prestigious researchers
typifies the IARLD’s mission and membership. We look forward to continuing this tradition at next year's
conference to be held at Vilnius University in Vilnius, Lithuania.

Thank you Lynn Meltzer and your wonderful conference team for the great conference!!!!!
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NEWS FROM IARLD
MEMBERS
Academy Fellows, Distinguished Professor
William Tunmer, Professor James
Chapman, and Dr. Jane Prochnow,
are among three of five authors who
released a comprehensive report on Why the
New Zealand National Literacy Strategy has
failed and what can be done about it:
Evidence from the Progress in International
Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) 2011 and
Reading Recovery Monitoring Reports. The
report, a version of which will be published
towards the end of the year in the Australian
Journal of Learning Difficulties, drew
considerable media coverage in New
Zealand and Australia. The essence of the
findings are that New Zealand’s
performance in three PIRLS surveys (2001,
2006, 2011) has “flat-lined”, and that
Reading Recovery is of marginal benefit in
general, and of virtually no benefit to those
children in New Zealand who most need
literacy supports during the early stages of
literacy acquisition. We present evidence to
show that the national literacy strategy
(introduced in the early 2000s) has failed,
cite theory and research as to why it has
failed (largely because of a strong
constructivist/whole language approach to
reading instruction/Reading Recovery), and
what can be done to improve New Zealand’s
literacy performance. A particular focus of
the study is on struggling readers from
Maori, Pacific Island, and low income
backgrounds. We present the case for
differential instruction within an RTI-type
framework. A copy of the report that was
released may be accessed at the following
URL:
http://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/fms/Masse
y%20News/2013/8/docs/Report-NationalLiteracy-Strategy-2013.pdf

Leong, Che Kan: Dr. Che Kan Leong,
IARLD Fellow, received the newly
instituted Distinguished Professor Emeritus
Award in May, 2013 by the University of
Saskatchewan.
His recent publications include:
Leong, C.K., Ho, M.K.,Chang, J., & Hau, K.T.
(2013). Differential importance of language
components in determining secondary
school students’ Chinese reading literacy
performance. Language Testing. (in press,
online , March, 21, 2013).
DOI:10.1177/0265532212469178.
Leong, C.K., Tse, S.K., Loh, K.Y., & Ho, M.K.
(October, 2013). Fostering reading
comprehension and writing composition in
Chinese children. In X. Chen et al., (Eds.),
Reading development and difficulties in
monolingual and bilingual Chinese
children. Dordrecht: Springer Science.
(Chapter 4).

Lu, Wei-Pai: Dr. Che Kan Leong,
IARLD Member and Assistant Professor at
the National Changhua University of
Education in Taiwan, would like to
announce her recent activities:
Peer reviewed publication:
Lu, W. -P. (in press). A critical commentary of
RTI (Response to Intervention).
Contemporary Educational Research
Quarterly (TSSCI).

Conferences:
1. Lu, W.-P.(2013, April). Expressive

2.

language skills might play an important role
on early sign of children with reading
disabilities: Evidence from a longitudinal
database. Poster session at the American
Educational Research Association, San
Francisco, CA.
Lu, W.-P.(2013, June). Examining a multidose instruction in writing: Do students
with and without Learning disabilities
response differently? Poster session to the
Society for the Scientific Study of Reading.
Hong Kong.
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Other activities:
Dr. Lu invited Dr. Marcia Invernizzi to
visit Taiwan in July, 2013. She also
helped to translate Dr. Invernizzi’s two
talks at the Changhua University.

Siegel, L. (2013). Understanding
Dyslexia and Other Learning
Disabilities. Pacific Educational Press.

Meltzer, Lynn: IARLD Fellow and Board
member, for the 29th consecutive year will
be chairing the International Learning
Differences Conference to be held on March
14-15, 2014 at the Harvard Graduate School
of Education. This year’s conference,
sponsored by the Research Institute for
Learning and Development (ResearchILD),
is entitled Myths and Realities in Education:
Executive Function, Attention, and Learning
Differences. The program will emphasize
current theory and cutting edge research on
executive function, motivation, effort, and
resilience. Novel approaches to teaching
and assessing students with learning and
attention difficulties across grade levels and
content areas will be explored. For further
information, go to www.researchild.org or
contact Anna Lavelle at
alavelle@researchild.org.

Toste, Jessica: our brand new IARLD
member, Dr. Toste would like to announce
that she has recently joined The University
of Texas at Austin as an assistant professor
in the Department of Special Education. She
is also a fellow of the Reading Institute
within The Meadows Center for Preventing
Educational Risk.

BOOK “BRIEFS”
New contributions to the field by IARLD
members
Congratulations to Siegel, Linda: IARLD
Fellow and Professor University of British
Columbia, who has a new book out:

Linda Siegel is a professor in the Department
of Educational and Counseling Psychology and
Special Education at the University of British
Columbia, Vancouver, Canada, where she holds
the Dorothy C. Lam Chair in Special Education.
She has conducted research on the development
of reading and of mathematical concepts,
language development, dyslexia, mathematical
learning disabilities, early identification and
intervention to prevent reading difficulties, and
the development of reading and language skills
in children learning English as a second
language. She has consulted on the development
of reading skills in elementary school age
children in Hong Kong, China, Barbados, Brazil,
Argentina, and many places in the US and
Canada. In 2010, she was awarded the Gold
Medal for Distinguished Contributions to
Canadian Psychology from the Canadian
Psychological Association. In 2012, she received
the inaugural Eminent Researcher Award from
the organization Learning Difficulties Australia.
She has been awarded an honorary doctorate
from the University of Gothenburg (Sweden).

******

Understanding Dyslexia and Other
Learning Disabilities addresses how our
educational system has failed to identify
many children with learning disabilities and
calls for the adoption of straightforward
diagnostic techniques so that treatment
options can be implemented at a young age.
Many children who struggle with learning
become discouraged in the classroom and
isolated from their peers. Many adults
whose learning disabilities were not
recognized in school suffer from deep
feelings of inadequacy that often prevent
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them from developing close relationships,
finding rewarding employment, or living
happily.
In this accessibly written book, Linda Siegel
challenges the use of complex and timeconsuming testing that is currently used to
diagnose learning disabilities. In their place,
she outlines simple and pragmatic
techniques for testing for disabilities in
reading, mathematics, spelling, and writing.
The text is enlivened by first-hand accounts
of people living with learning disabilities,
case studies from literature, and profiles of
highly accomplished individuals who have
achieved success despite their learning
disabilities. Their stories encourage people
with learning challenges and those who
support them to recognize and nurture each
person’s special talents.
Understanding Dyslexia and Other Learning
Disabilities implores families, teachers, and
other educational professionals to provide
resources and services for all those
struggling with learning so that no more
lives are compromised.

INTRODUCING NEW
IARLD
FELLOWS AND MEMBERS
It is a pleasure to introduce to our
membership new Fellows, Dr. Kurt W.
Fischer, Dr. Evelyn S. Johnson, Dr. Linda
Mason, & Dr. Maria Mody, and new
Members: Dr. Sheri Berkeley, Dr. Charles
Haynes, and Dr. Kelley Regan.
In the brief interviews below, we asked
them to tell us about themselves.

IARLD Fellow – Fischer, Kurt W.

Affiliation: Scholar in Residence, Ross School;
Charles Warland Bigelow, Professor
Director of Mind, Brain, & Education
Editor, Mind, Brain, and Education (journal)
Harvard Graduate School of Education

Nominated by Lynn Meltzer

What are your current research interests?
Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?
The focus of my work is on teaching and
learning in schools and how we can
optimize student learning. We are crafting a
new approach that focuses on identifying
students' special talents in order to build on
them in individualizing instruction. We
begin with growth modeling of talents,
which helps us to build explicit models of
how individual students learn effectively.
What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?
I love music, especially classical.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

IARLD Fellow – Johnson, Evelyn
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Affiliation: Professor of Special Education,
Boise State University, Idaho, USA

that will allow us at the center to
improve our practice and also contribute to
the field.
Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?

Nominated by Chris Murray (September 2013)

What are your current research interests?
My current research areas/interests are:
identification of students with learning
disabilities and interventions for students
with LD that focus both on executive
function and academic skills (combined
Cognitive Behavior Therapy (CBT)
approach with intensive academic
intervention).
How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?
I heard about IARLD from Chris Murray at
a recent OSEP conference. I researched the
website to review the work that the IARLD
does and became really interested in joining
a group of researchers and practitioners
focusing on similar issues to the work I do (I
work in Boise State Idaho). In addition to
my work at Boise State University, I am the
director of a non-profit, Lee Pesky Learning
Center that provides psycho educational
evaluations, counseling and academic
intervention for kids with LD. I hope to
develop a strong network through IARLD

I have been working in the field of special
education (and particularly with LD) since
1994. I started as a special education teacher
at high school and middle school levels, and
then pursued graduate studies at the
University of Washington. My work initially
focused on testing accommodations for
students with reading disabilities in
Washington state. I then moved to Kansas
and worked for several years for the
NRCLD based at the University of Kansas,
where the focus was on RTI and SLD
identification. I've been at Boise State now
for almost 7 years, where I primarily work
in special education teacher preparation, and
I have been running the Lee Pesky Learning
Center for almost 3 years, where our focus is
on evaluation and intervention for kids with
LD. Our main focus is working with kids
who require Cognitive Behavior Therapy to
prepare kids for the social/emotional
demands of the learning environment and
academic intervention to remediate and
accommodate academic skill areas.
What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?
I love to run (I am a marathoner & trail
runner) and cross country ski (which is the
main reason I live in Idaho - it is beautiful
here!) and also love languages - I speak
German & Russian and a bit of French.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

IARLD Fellow – Mason, Linda
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Affiliation: Professor of Special Education;
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Nominated by Karen Harris (March 2013)

What are your current research interests?
I am a Professor of Special Education in the
School of Education at The University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. My research
in literacy for students with special needs
focuses on improving adolescents’ reading
comprehension and writing outcomes across
academic content. Preparing teachers in
effective instructional practices for
struggling learners is at the heart of my
research.

books, Powerful writing strategies for all
students and Building comprehension in
adolescents: Powerful strategies for
improving reading and writing in content
areas, and have published in both Special
Education and Educational Psychology
journals. My service on eight editorial
boards, including Reading Research
Quarterly, Journal of Educational
Psychology, and Exceptional Children, helps
me stay current with research trends in
literacy and learning disabilities! I was
awarded the Council for Exceptional
Children-Division of Research
Distinguished Early Career Award in 2011.
In 2011, I also received a Fulbright
Scholarship and taught in the Graduate
School of Educational Sciences at the
University of Szeged, Hungary. The
Hungarian teaching experience was certainly
a highlight of my academic career.
What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?
I have a passion for traveling, cooking
(especially dishes from my international
travels), and gardening.

How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

I want to thank Dr. Karen R. Harris for the
nomination. I am thrilled to be a member of
IARLD and look forward to extending my
knowledge and collaborations!

IARLD Fellow – Mody, Maria

Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?
I completed my Ph.D. at the University of
Maryland with Dr. Harris as my advisor.
Prior to my appointment in North Carolina, I
taught at The University of Illinois,
Champaign-Urbana and The Pennsylvania
State University. I have two co-authored

Affiliation: Assistant Professor, Dept. of
Radiology, MGH Athinoula A. Martinos
Center for Biomedical Imaging and Harvard
Medical School;
Affilated faculty, Harvard-MIT Program in
Health Sciences and Technology (HST)
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Nominated by by:

Dr. Elaine R. Silliman

What are your current research interests?
My research looks at brain-behavior
relations in developmental disorders of
language and reading, using
magnetoencephalography (MEG) and
functional magnetic resonance imaging
(fMRI) with a special focus on dyslexia and
autism. More recently, my work with
clinicians, including speech-language
pathologists, neuropsychologists, and
occupational therapist, aims at better
elucidating the core deficits in these
disorders through examining the effects,
both behaviorally and at a neural level, of
targeted intervention.
How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?
I heard about the IARLD through colleagues
in the field. It was my discussions with
Elaine Silliman, following the most recent
IARLD conference in Boston and her
enthusiasm about the content and quality of
the presentations, and the intersection with
my own work that were key to my joining
the organization.
Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?

My doctoral degree is in Speech and
Hearing Science, after which I went on to do
postdoctoral training in developmental
cognitive neuroimaging. My work today
continues to build on my early interests in
the neurocognitive architecture of language
and characterizing what goes amiss during
development and learning by examining the
atypical brain in dyslexia and in autism. My
enroute training as a speech-language
pathologist together with my current
intervention-based research are opening new
ways of understanding the multisensory
nature of learning, while exploring
interactions within and across spoken,
written and gestural communication
systems.
What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?
International travel and curling up with a
Ken Follet or Ruth Rendell novel. And, oh
yes, listening to NPR (National Public
Radio)!
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

IARLD Member – Berkeley, Sheri
Affiliation: Associate Professor
Division of Special Education and disAbility
Research George Mason University

Nominated by Margo Mastropieri (May 2013)
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What are your current research interests?
My current research interests are in the area
of learning disabilities and reading. Projects
include intervention research in reading
comprehension strategies, research
synthesis, and teacher preparation.
How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?
Margo Mastropieri and Tom Scruggs
introduced me to the work of IARLD and
encouraged me to become involved.
Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?
I was a special education teacher in K-12
schools for eight years before moving into
higher education. During this time I worked
with many adolescents with severe reading
disabilities and became very passionate
about helping these kids and others like
them to succeed. These students influenced
my initial work in higher education at my
first position at the University of Georgia,
and they continue to influence my current
projects at George Mason.
What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?
I just purchased a townhouse in need of
some TLC, so my personal time is generally
spent at Home Depot!
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

IARLD Member – Haynes, Charles
Affiliation: Charles W. Haynes, Ed.D., CCCSLP; Department of Communication
Sciences and Disorders, MGH Institute of
Health Professions; Professor;

Nominated by Lynn Meltzer (May 2013)

What are your current research interests?
My current research interests include
cognitive-linguistics predictors of literacy
development in different languages, spokenwritten language relationships, literacy
development in ELLs
How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?
Around 1999, Dr. Lenore Ganschow was
Editor of Annals of Dyslexia. She read a
paper I wrote comparing Japanese and US
perceptions of learning disabilities, and
asked me if I would be interested in being
considered for membership. At the time, I
was busy with my teaching and with
chairing conferences for IDA, and was
unable to take up the invitation. This spring,
when Lynn Meltzer saw that I would be a
Discussant in the Arabic symposium in the
IARLD's conference, she invited me to be
considered for membership. My research
interests are congruent with those of the
Academy's members, so I was delighted to
receive
the
Academy's
notice
of
membership.
Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?
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I am a Professor and Clinical Supervisor in
the Graduate Program in Communication
Sciences and Disorders at the MGH Institute
of Health Professions. I received my
Bachelors degree at Harvard College, and
my doctorate in Reading Language and
Learning Disabilities under Jeanne Chall at
the Harvard Graduate School of Education.
With colleagues at Landmark School, I
developed perhaps the first language based
program in the U.S. tailored for children
with dyslexia and expressive language
disorders. At the MGH Institute of Health
Professions, I collaborated with John Locke,
Pamela Hook and other colleagues to create
a Master of Science curriculum that offers
dual teacher certification in both SpeechLanguage Pathology and in Reading. I
teach graduate courses in spoken and written
language disorders, supervise graduate
students in the Institute's Speech-Language
and Literacy Center, and enjoy supervising
master's and doctoral theses. I have coauthored practical, multi-sensory language
materials in English, Japanese, and in
Arabic, and am a specialist in the area of
expressive spoken and written language
development strategies. I have served as PI
or Co-PI on many applied and/or theoretical
grant projects in the area of dyslexia and
related language learning disabilities in the
U.S., Japan and the Middle East, and have
given numerous keynote and invited
addresses in the US, Asia, Europe, South
America, and the Middle East.
What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?
I enjoy playing the Japanese board game igo
("Go" in the U.S.), love water-coloring, and
have in recent years taken up the early
spring hobby of sugaring (gathering and
boiling down maple sap into syrup) on our
family farm north of Boston. In addition, I
share with my IARLD colleagues joy in

traveling and interacting with friends from
other countries.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

IARLD Member – Regan, Kelley
Affiliation: Assistant Professor in the
Department of Special Education and
disAbility Research at George Mason
University, Fairfax, Virginia.

Nominated by Margo Mastropieri (March 2013)

What are your current research interests?
My current research interests include
improving teacher preparation programs and
supporting the literacy skills of students with
mild disabilities (writing and reading
interventions).
How did you hear about the IARLD? What
made you decide to join?
I first heard about IARLD from a colleague
who attended the conference in Italy.
Almost a year later, Dr. Margo Mastropieri
mentioned the annual conference and
academy. She spoke very highly of the
researchers and clinicians in the academy
and encouraged me to explore the IARLD
website. Margo has been a wonderful
mentor to me and when she offered to
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nominate me, I was thrilled to join. I joined
to network in a smaller organization of
international scholars with similar
interests.
Would you tell us something about your
professional background and what you are
doing now?
After earning a Master's in special
education, I was a teacher of elementary and
middle school aged students with severe
emotional and behavioral disabilities (EBD).
Many of these students had comorbid
conditions including LD and high
functioning autism. While pursuing my PhD
from George Mason University, I worked
closely with teachers in a professional
development school as a mentor teacher.
After receiving my PhD in 2005, I entered
higher education as an assistant professor at
The George Washington University where I

worked with graduate students in
professional development schools. Shortly
after, in 2008, I returned to George Mason
University where I am currently an assistant
professor and co-academic coordinator of
the mild disabilities program. I teach
undergraduates, graduates, and doctoral
students. I am also working on several
federally funded grant projects including a
pre-service training improvement grant, an
OSEP funded Technology Implementation
grant, and a doctoral leadership grant.
What are your personal hobbies or special
interests?
Personal Hobbies/Interests: Tennis!!!
reading, traveling, and gardening. I also
LOVE my spoiled English Springer Spaniel.

UPCOMING CONFERENCES
Council for Learning Disabilities: The 35th Annual CLD conference will be held in Austin, Texas (October 2425, 2013). Further information can be found at [www.cldinternational.org].
Association of educational Therapists Conference: The 35th Annual CLD conference will be held in San
Mateo, CA (October 25-27, 2013). Further information can be found at [www.aetonline.org].
International Dyslexia Association: The IDA will hold its 64rd Annual Conference in New Orleans, LA, from
November 6-9, 2013. Conference information can be found at [www.interdysl.org].
Children and Adults with Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder: The 25th Annual Conference will take
place in Crystal City, VA, November 7-9, 2013. Further information can be found at [www.chadd.org].
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association: The Annual Conference and Expo will take place in
Chicago, IL, November 14-16, 2013. Further information can be found at [www.asha.org].
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UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI
SCIIOOL of EDUCATION
& IIUIVIAN DEVELOPMENT

LJ

5202 University Drive Phone: 305-284-3711
Coral Gables, FL 33146
Fax: 305-284-3003
www.education.miami.edu
Assistant Professor, Associate Professor or Professor
(open rank, depending on candidate background and qualifications)

The Department of Teaching and Learning, University of Miami School of Education and Human Development (SOEHD) is
conducting an open rank search for a new faculty member whose expertise and research interests can add to our faculty's
strengths in the areas of special education policy and practice. We wish to hire an outstanding scholar whose work makes a
significant contribution to educational theory and practice, with particular attention to multiple dimensions of diversity,
including race, ethnicity, gender, home language(s), social class, and immigrant status.
Candidates for the position should have a doctoral degree in education or an allied field and experience with classroom teaching
and learning in inclusive, urban contexts. The candidate should have a strong track record, or substantial promise, of scholarly
research, publication and extramural funding. The ideal candidate will also have experience in supervising pre-service
teachers and in conducting in-service teacher professional development.
The duties of the position include (a) implementation of a substantive program of research; (b) pursuit of extramural
funding; (c) teaching undergraduate and graduate courses; (d) mentoring doctoral students; (e) Departmental and university
service commensurate with rank; and (f) other duties as outlined in the Faculty Manual. The ideal candidate would be
qualified to teach graduate courses in quantitative and/or qualitative research methods.
The candidate for this position should have deep knowledge of both classic and emerging views of the identification and
instruction of students with diverse disabilities and from diverse social and ethnic backgrounds. The candidate should be
well-versed in historical, psychological and social perspectives on disability as these relate to educational policies that affect
students with learning challenges and their families.
The University of Miami and the School of Education and Human Development
The University of Miami, ranked number 44 in the latest U.S. News and World Report and the highest ranked University in
the state of Florida, has campuses spread throughout the Miami- Dade County metropolitan area, an area that is known as the
Gateway to the Americas. The SOEHD includes three Departments and is ranked number 53 among Graduate Schools of
Education in the U.S. The vision of the SOEHD is to be a center of excellence in the study, promotion and integration of
educational, psychological, and physical well-being in multicultural communities; its mission is to produce knowledge and prepare
the next generation of leaders, researchers, and agents of change and well-being in education and the community.
The Department of Teaching and Learning
The Department of Teaching and Learning (TAL) has consistently been ranked by Academic Analytics among the top ten
Departments in the field of curriculum and instruction, thanks to our faculty's outstanding publication and funding record
as well as other indicators of faculty productivity. TAL faculty place a high value on inter-disciplinary perspectives and
have established collaborations with other UM faculty both within the SOEHD and in other Departments such as Sociology
and Pediatrics. TAL's undergraduate program implements an inclusive model that prepares teachers for dual certification in
general and special education.
The start date for both positions is August 15, 2014. Applicants should submit a signed letter of application, a
curriculum vitae, up to 3 samples of scholarly writing, and the names and complete contact information for three
references. Applications should be submitted electronically to:
Ms. Regina Suarez

Department of Teaching and Learning
rmsuarez@miami.edu
Applications will be reviewed beginning September 15, 2013, and will continue until the position is filled.
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Position in Applied Psychology and Human Development
Assistant/Associate Professor– School Psychology
Posting Date: August 13, 2013

Closing Date: November 15, 2013

The Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto invites applications for a tenure-stream
appointment at the rank of Assistant or Associate Professor commencing on July 1, 2014 in the Department of Applied
Psychology and Human Development (APHD).
We seek applicants with expertise in child clinical, developmental or school psychology. Successful candidates will
have a doctoral degree. Consideration may be given to applicants who will complete their doctoral degree by the
appointment date or shortly thereafter. Successful candidates must be registered or eligible for registration with the
College of Psychologists of Ontario. We welcome applications from candidates with research interests in any of the
following areas: learning; typical or atypical cognitive or socio-emotional development; assessment, prevention,
consultation or intervention in childcare, school, community or health settings; cognitive, biological or environmental
risks for learning difficulties and psychopathology and the assessment, prevention, and treatment of these risks;
developmental disabilities; or internalizing or externalizing disorders. Salary will be commensurate with qualifications
and experience.
Candidates should be outstanding scholars as evidenced by their areas of research, grant and publication records, and
their collaborations. We look for evidence of excellence in teaching and student training, excellence in research and
the capacity for collegial service and service to the profession. The successful candidate will contribute primarily to
the School and Child Clinical Psychology (SCCP) program, which is the only Canadian Psychological Association
(CPA) accredited doctoral program that explicitly provides combined professional training in school and clinical child
psychology. The specific mission of the SCCP Program is to provide students with theoretical, research, and
professional training in preparation for leadership positions in academic and applied settings. The framework for the
program is the scientist practitioner model.
Applications should include a cover letter, a curriculum vitae, 3 recent research publications, results of teaching surveys
(or equivalent evidence, such as a teaching dossier), and a statement outlining current and future research interests. If
you have questions about this position, please contact Professor Lana Stermac at: aphdchair.oise@utoronto.ca. The
review of applications will begin on November 1, 2013, and will continue until the closing date of November 15, 2013.
All application materials should be submitted online at: http://uoft.me/academicopportunities.
The U of T application system can accommodate up to five attachments (10) MB per candidate profile; please
combine attachments into one or two files in PDF/MS Word format. Submission guidelines can be found at:
http://uoft.me/how- to-apply.
Applicants should ask three referees to send letters directly to the department via email to
aphdchair.oise@utoronto.ca by November 15, 2013.
For more information please visit the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education homepage and the Department of
Applied
Psychology and Human Development website at: http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/aphd.
The University of Toronto is strongly committed to diversity within its community and especially welcomes applications from visible minority group
members, women, Aboriginal persons, persons with disabilities, members of sexual minority groups, and others who may contribute to the further
diversification of ideas. All qualified candidates are encouraged to apply; however, Canadians and permanent residents will be given priority.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

38th Annual IARLD Conference
July 3rd-5th, 2014
Vilnius University, Lithuania
To All IARLD Members,
We look forward to seeing you all at our Annual IARLD Conference which will be held in Vilnius, from July
3rd-5th, 2014!
Soon you will be linked to the conference website, where you will find information about the call for proposals,
registration, scientific program, conference venue, accommodation and social program.
If you have any questions, please contact the conference office at the Lithuanian Psychological Association
(LPA) lps@psichologusajunga.lt
We look forward to seeing you in Vilnius in July 2014!

Best regards,

Rasa Barkauskienė
38th Annual IARLD Conference Chair
Conference Organizing Committee
Rasa Barkauskiene
Grazina Gintiliene
Monika Skeryte-Kazlauskiene
Odeta Gelezelyte
Ausra Naujokaite
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